
 

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL 
 

 
COMMITTEE  Communities, Housing & Infrastructure 
 
DATE  28 October 2014 
 
DIRECTOR  Pete Leonard 
 
TITLE OF REPORT  Third Don Crossing – Traffic Management 

Proposals (Initial Statutory Consultation 
from September 2014 E,P&I Committee) 

 
REPORT NUMBER CHI/14/021 
 
CHECKLIST COMPLETED     Yes 
 

 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

 
To advise the Committee of the results of the initial statutory 
consultation process undertaken following the report titled ‘Third Don 
Crossing – Traffic Management Proposals’ dated 4th September 2014. 
 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That the Committee acknowledges the responses received as a result 
of the initial consultation and thereafter instructs Officers to progress to 
the public advertisement stage and report the results to a future 
committee. 
 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
The traffic management proposals contained within this report will be 
fully funded as part of the overall scheme costs for the Third Don 
Crossing which has been budgeted for within the current 4 year capital 
budget plan and allows for an estimated £15.36m expenditure. 
 
 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is a risk that any approved traffic regulation order may have to 
re-enter the legislative process if they are unable to be implemented 
within the statutory implementation time of 2 years from the start of 
public consultation.  
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5. BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES 
 

5.1 At its meeting on 4 September 2014, the Enterprise, Strategic Planning 
and Infrastructure Committee approved the recommendation to 
commence the necessary legal procedures of preliminary statutory 
consultation for the various Traffic Regulation Orders associated with 
the Third Don Crossing. 

 
The initial statutory consultation process gave various parties the 
opportunity to consider a number of traffic management proposals that 
are considered necessary in order that adequate road safety and traffic 
management levels are maintained upon completion of the Third Don 
Crossing. The various parties consulted appear in Table 1, which is 
appended to this report. 

 
5.2 Objections/Comments 
 

Comments have been received from 3 statutory bodies; the Scottish 
Fire & Rescue Service, First Aberdeen Ltd and the Froghall, Powis & 
Sunnybank Community Council (Copies of which can be seen in 
Appendix 1). 
 

5.2.1 The Scottish Fire & Rescue Service raised concern with regard to the 
closure of the most northerly junction of Gort Road, given that this has 
primarily been their most direct and quickest route to call outs at the 
high rise properties situated on Auckinleck Crescent. The alternative 
routes that could be taken by the Fire Service raised concern due to 
the high number of cars parked within this area. Officers have 
proposed that this junction remains closed but with the provision of a 
‘Fire path’ which will still allow any fire appliance to proceed via their 
current route. 

 
 Following discussions with the Resident Engineer for this scheme it 

has been confirmed that a ‘Fire path’ can be accommodated at this 
junction, this was appreciated by the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
and they had no further concerns with the traffic management 
measures being proposed. 

 
5.2.2 First Aberdeen raised concerns with regard to the enforcement of the 

likely abuse by some drivers of the proposed Bus Gate situated on 
Bedford Road. 

 
 Although the enforcement for this would require to be carried out by 

Police Scotland, there is the possibility that an enforcement camera 
could be introduced. 

 
5.2.3 The comments received from the Froghall, Powis and Sunnybank 

Community Council refer to a total of 7 issues that could potentially 
arise in and around the Bedford Road area were the proposed traffic 
management proposals associated with the third Don Crossing be 
implemented.  
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 Officers have arranged a meeting with a local Councillor and members 
of the Community Council to discuss these issues. This will be carried 
out during the coming weeks and their comments will be included 
within the public advert stage of the process and reported back to the 
next committee. 

 
5.3 It is recommended that Committee acknowledges the responses 

received as a result of the Statutory Consultation and that future 
discussions with the Community Council are imminent. Therefore 
instruct officers to progress to the public advertisement stage and 
report the results to a future committee. 

 
 
6. IMPACT 

 
The contents of this report link to the Community Plan vision of creating 
a “sustainable City with an integrated transport system that is 
accessible to all”. 
 
The projects will contribute to the delivery of the Smarter Mobility aims 
of Aberdeen – The Smarter City: “We will develop, maintain and 
promote road, rail, ferry and air links from the city to the UK and the 
rest of the world. We will encourage cycling and walking”, and “We will 
provide and promote a sustainable transport system, including cycling, 
which reduces our carbon emissions.” 
 
This project supports the 5 year Corporate Business Plan which 
includes an aim of delivering a fully integrated transport network to 
support movement and economic growth which the proposals supports.  

 
 
7. MANAGEMENT OF RISK 
 

Having assessed the risks identified with the proposals and the 
potential to impact negatively or positively on the decision required of 
the Committee it has been assumed that the risk is low. The 
introduction of the Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s) in relation to the 
Third Don Crossing are necessary in order to regulate vehicular 
movements, speeds and parking, along with rationalising pedestrian 
and cyclist movements throughout the route. The introduction of the 
TRO’s throughout the length of the new Third Don Crossing will 
impacting in a positive manner on Aberdeen City Council as the 
measures will be seen as valuable in providing a safer environment for 
the local community.  

 
 
8. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

 
Report of ‘EPI/14/225 - Third Don Crossing – Traffic Management 
Proposals’ submitted to Enterprise, Strategic Planning and 
Infrastructure Committee 04 September 2014.  
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http://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=27097#mgDocu
ments 

 
 
9. REPORT AUTHOR DETAILS 

 
Michael Cowie 
Engineering Assistant 
Traffic Management Team 
Tel. (01224) 522316 
E-mail: micowie@aberdeencity.gov.uk 
 
 

10. CONSULTEE COMMENTS 
 

1. The Head of finance has not comments in regard to this report 
 

2. The Head of Planning and Sustainable Development has no 
comments to make on this report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=27097#mgDocuments
http://committees.aberdeencity.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=27097#mgDocuments
mailto:micowie@aberdeencity.gov.uk
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Table 1 
 

Initial Statutory Consultation 
 

Third Don Crossing – Traffic Management Proposals (proposals 
originally outlined in report to Enterprise, Planning & Infrastructure 
Committee, 04 September 2014) 
 

Consultee Response 

Police Scotland No response received 

Freight Transport Association No response received 

Scottish Ambulance Service No response received 

Stagecoach Bluebird No response received 

Public Transport Unit No response received 

The Access Panel No response received 

Scottish Fire & Rescue Service Response received 29/09/2014  
(see Item 5.2.1) 

First Aberdeen Ltd Response received 09/10/2014 
(see Item 5.2.2) 

NESTRANS No response received 

Federation of Small Businesses No response received 

Road Haulage Association No response received 

Aberdeen Cycle Forum No response received 

Grampian Cyclists Touring Club No response received 

Bridge of Don Community Council No response received 

Tillydrone Community Council No response received 

Old Aberdeen Community Council No response received 
 

Froghall, Powis and Sunnybank Community 
Council 

Response received 03/10/2014 
(see Item 5.2.3) 

Local Members No response received 
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Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Initial Consultation – Third Don Crossing Traffic Management Proposals 
 
I refer to your email dated 17th September together with a copy of the report and maps 
showing proposed traffic management measures. 
 
Whilst the bulk of the proposals do not raise any concerns, the proposals for changes to 
Gort Road do create issues for the fire service. I asked officers based at the covering 
station to investigate and respond back to me with any concerns they might have and 
below is an extract from that response. 
 
Appendix G Closing of Gort Road  
 
Closing of this junction would cause issues for the FS attending call outs at the 
high rise properties on Auchinleck Crescent as this is currently the quickest and 
most direct option for appliances responding to call outs within the high rise 
properties.  The alternative options of the FS using the other Gort Road junction 
causes us issues due to the high number of cars parked in that area. Using the 
Hayton Road junction also presents problems in its current layout: the parking 
across from no’s 25-45 would need to be addressed as during a site visit last 
night there were numerous cars parked indiscriminately, this parking would 
have caused issues for appliances attending the high rise properties if this route 
was taken. 
 
A alternative suggestion would be to make this a one way street with a  left turn 
only into Gort Road from Gordon Mills Road or the provision of a fire path access 

Mr Michael Cowie 
Engineering Assistant 
Traffic Management Team 
Enterprise, Planning and Infrastructure 
Aberdeen City Council 
74-76 Spring Garden 
Aberdeen AB25 1GN 
 

Direct Line 01224 618356 

Fax  

E-mail carol.elliott@firescotland.gov.uk 

Our Ref 15.3.1.6/CE 

Your Ref       

If phoning or  Mrs Elliott 

calling ask for  

Date 29th September 2014 
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similar to those on King St.  Suitable no parking restrictions would need to be in 
place to allow fire appliance access.   
 
Appendix H removal of Bollards Gort Road/Montgomery Road. 
 
If these bollards are to be removed the current proposed no parking restrictions 
need to be extended to ensure that this junction is kept clear for fire appliance 
access.  
 
 
 
General parking in the area  
 
It would be of benefit if those responsible for identifying areas for parking 
restrictions have a site visit out of hours preferably in an evening  to see the 
difficulties the FS can have getting access to areas around the high rise 
properties.  
 
I would be grateful therefore if these concerns can be progressed to the next stage of 
the consultation process and would welcome further discussion regarding possible 
amendments to the proposal, such as the suggested fire path/one way entry, to ensure 
traffic management does not result in a raising of risk to the community. 
 
Thank you for the consultation and I await your response regarding our concerns. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
  
 
 
Carol Elliott 
 
Carol Elliott 
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
North of Scotland Area 
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Dear Michael,  
 
I have been asked by Duncan Cameron to respond to your request for comments on the 
proposals on behalf of First Aberdeen. First of all, please accept my apologies for the delay in 
responding.  

 We would strongly recommend that the proposed bus gate on Bedford Road is 
equipped with an enforcement camera. Not only will this deter other road users from 
entering the bus gate, but improved reliability of bus services using Bedford Road is 
likely to increase the attractiveness of the city's public transport offer and work 
towards the wider objective of reducing congestion.  

 With regards to the A96 corridor itself, we would like the Council to consider the 
installation of bus priority measures at major junctions. As with the previous 
comment, the increased reliability and punctuality of bus services on this corridor is 
likely to increase the attractiveness of the city's public transport offer and work 
towards the wider objective of reducing congestion. 

 
Please do not hesitate to get in touch for any clarification of the above.  
 
Regards,  
 
Daniel  
 
Daniel Laird  
 
Commercial Manager  
 
First Aberdeen Limited.  
Registered in Scotland No SC097420. 
Registered office: 395 King Street, Aberdeen, AB24 5RP  
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Hello gentlemen 

 

I’m contacting you on behalf of the Froghall, Powis, Sunnybank Community Council. 

Please find below the suggestions/comments/questions regarding the proposed 

changes of introducing a bus gate on Bedford Road. We ask you to recognise that 

such a bus gate has a much wider effect on the traffic in our neighbourhood and 

therefore we wish you to consider all of these comments.  

 

As I’m not trained in describing road/traffic situations in the appropriate vocabulary, 

please feel free to contact me with any questions you might have.  

We will be sharing our comments with the neighbouring community councils to allow 

for a constructive solution. 

 

Best regards 

Katja 
-------------------------------------- 
 

Canal Road: Single-lane traffic bridge 

the pavement is very narrow and poses an extra risk for the many pedestrians that are 

using this bridge every day;  

 

Elmbank Terrace / Bedford Road / Powis Terrace: the traffic lights 

Traffic out of Elmbank Terrace should get priority lights; consider a 3-way traffic 

light 

Traffic coming up Powis Terrace: the two lanes should be marked more clearly  

 

Bedford Place / Bedford Road 

Enable complete access into and out of Bedford Place, as opposed to currently only 

one-way into Bedford Road 

 

Bedford Avenue / St. Machar Drive 

Open up traffic from Bedford Avenue onto St. Machar Drive, at least 1-way 

 

Sunnyside Road / Sunnyside Place 

Open up traffic between Sunnyside Road. Manage speeding by introducing speed-

bumps. 

 

Berryden Road / Powis Place: the traffic lights 

Allow for priority lights for right turning traffic from Berryden Road 

 

Bedford Road – the bus gate 

Waste-removal and other large (delivery) vehicles will not be able to get back up the 

road because of lack of provision for vehicle turning. 

 
Katja Brittain 
Account Manager 
Scottish Enterprise 
41 Albyn Place 
Aberdeen 
AB10 1YN  

 


