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Non-Technical Summary (to be written following receipt of comments from EP)

1 Introduction

1.1 Background

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is amethod forassessing the environmental effects of
plansand strategies during their preparation which allows for the mitigation of any adverse effects
before implementation of the plan. A key part of SEA is consultation which gives members of the
publicand otherinterested organisations an opportunity tocomment on the draft strategy and its

environmental effects. SEAisrequired under The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005
which will be referred to asthe 2005 Act.

The SEA process comprises the following key steps:

e Screening—establish whetheran SEAis required

e Scoping —identify the method and scope of the assessment and setthe environmental
baseline

e Environmental Assessment —assess the potential environmental impact of the strategy

e Consultation— putthe strategy and Environmental Report (ER) outfor consultation with
Consultative Authorities and other stakeholders including the public

e Finalisation—compile the commentsreceived inresponse to the strategy and ER and amend
the documentsaccordingly

¢ Monitoring— monitorsignificant environmental effects and take appropriate remedial
action

The documentbeingassessedinthis ERis the Granite City Forest Tree and Woodland Strategy
Consultation Draft March 2019 (TWS).

From the above itis clearthat the processisiterative which makes the strategy responsive to
potential impacts established during the SEA process.

1.2 Purpose of the Environmental Report (ER)

The ER isthe outputfrom the assessment process. Itis producedinresponse to the consultee
comments onthe scopingreport and the assessment of the strategy and alternative optionsin
relation to existing plans, policies and strategies (PPS). Italso provides acleardescription of the
main objectives of the TWS.

1.3 Key Facts about the Tree and Woodland Strategy (TWS)
The key facts relatingtothe TWS are set outin Table 1.1.

Table 1.1: Key Facts relating to the TWS

Responsible Authority Aberdeen City Council

Title of the PPS Granite City Forest - a Tree and Woodland Strategy for Aberdeen

What promptedthe PPS The Planning (Scotland) Act 2006 and redundancy of the previous
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City Forestry Strategy

Subject Land Use and Forestry

Period covered by the PPS | 2019 - 2044

Frequency of updates Every five years

Areacovered by the PPS The Aberdeen City Council administrative area.




Purpose and/orobjectives
of the PPS

To identify objectives and actions for the stewardship and expansion of
trees and woodlandsin urbanand rural areas inthe Aberdeen City Coundil
administrative area. The strategy will focus on themes relating to the
ecosystem services provided by trees and woodlands including climate
change, economy, health,communities, biodiversityand cultural heritage.

Contact Point Steven Shaw

Environmental Manager

Environmental Services

Altens East Recycling and Resource Facility
Hareness Place

ABERDEEN AB12 3GX
STEVENS@aberdeencity.gov.uk

1.4 SEA Activitiesto date

The TWS was developed through a partnership approach with asteering group and written by Chris
Piper FICFor, a Chartered Forester on behalf of Aberdeen City Council (ACC) with an established track
record inthe preparation of local authority tree and woodland strategies The steeringgroup
consisted of representatives from relevant ACCservices, Scottish Natural Heritage and Forestry
Commission Scotland (now Scottish Forestry) which have agreed a draft purpose, vision, themes and
objectives forthe TWS which will be refined with stakeholders through the SEA process.

At each stage of the SEA process, there is a requirement to consult the statutory Consultation

Authorities (CA); theseare Historic Environment Scotland (HES), the Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA) and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).

A screening opinion was sought from SEA Gateway in September 2017 and comments were received
fromthe CA. It was determined that the strategy did require an SEA.

A scoping report was producedin December 2017 and submitted to the SEA Gateway and the CA.
The report set out initial information on the likelihood of significant effects arising from the TWS and
provided an evidence base that would be used toinform the assessment. The representations from
the CA have modified and approved the scope of the assessment and content of thisreport, the ER.
The comments fromthe CA and how they have been takeninto accountare summarisedin
Appendix 1.

The following SEA topics have been scoped into the assessment:

e Climaticfactors

e Air
e \Water
e Soil

e Biodiversity, floraand fauna
e landscape

e Cultural heritage

e Population

e Human health

e Material assets


mailto:STEVENS@aberdeencity.gov.uk

2 Outline and Objectives of the TWS and Alternatives
2.1 Outline

The TWS will setoutthe vision, strategy and objectives forthe future of Aberdeen’s trees and
woodlands. Itwill providea 25 yearframework forensuring that the functions and benefits of
Aberdeen’streesand woodlands are recognised, valued and embedded in policies, plansand
decisions.

The TWS will provide the mechanism for delivering this vision based on anumber of key themes,
togetherwith policy objectives and operational priorities.

The TWS has identified the following five strategicthemes as drivers for achieving the vision:

Stewardship and expansion

Climate change

Economicvalue

People, health and communities
Environmental, historical and cultural heritage

uikhwnN e

The strategy will coverall trees and woodlands within the ACCadministrative area, including trees
which are publicly and privately owned, and in urban and rural areas. Trees and woodlandsin
adjoining parts of Aberdeenshire will also be considered where they influence the delivery of tree
and woodland objectives within Aberdeen. A strategic GIS-based map of areas suitable for woodland
plantingisa key element of the TWS.

2.2 Purpose

The strategy’s purpose isto:

a) Provide strategicobjectives and spatial guidance forthe expansion of avariety of woodland
typesandtree plantingacross the whole of the Aberdeen City local authority area, ensuring
cross-border compatibility with Aberdeenshire Forestry and Woodland Strategy (2016).

b) Guide publicand private sectorfunding applications fortree plantingand woodland creation
and management.

c) Influence sustainable development: provide astrongerand clearerfoundation forthe
protection, management, expansion and enhancement of trees and woodlands inrelation to
future development.

d) Provide aframeworkforrelatingtreestoother priorities andinitiatives, including quality of
life, social inclusion and equality, and health and economicwellbeing.

e) Provideavehicleforraisingawarenessand understandingaboutthe valuesand functions of
trees and woodlands.

f)  Developamore robust means of capturing, maintainingand monitoring dataonthe City’s
treesand woodlands.

2.3 Alternatives

The 2005 Actrequiresthat ACCidentifies, describes and evaluates the likely significant effects on the
environment of any reasonable alternatives to the draft Strategy. The alternatives considered were
as follows:

Business as usual: No new strategy would be created and the 2005 strategy would re main active.

No strategy: No new strategy would be created and the existing 2005 strategy would be revoked.
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Woodland only strategy: A strategy which focusses onthe key woodlandissuesforthe City, similar
to the 2005 strategy.

Tree and woodland strategy: A strategy which appliestoall urban and rural trees and woodlands
and includes aspatial plantoinform woodland creation grants.

Each was assessedinrelation to the SEA topics scopedintothe assessment and asummary written
(Table 4.1).

3 TWS Context
3.1 Relationship with other PPS and environmental protection objectives

Schedule 3of the 2005 Act requiresthatthe ER includes an outline of the relationships of the TWS
with otherrelevant PPS, and how environmental protection objectives have been takeninto account

inthe TWS preparation. Thissection coversthese issuesand describes the policy context within
which the TWS will operate, and the constraints and targets that this contextimposes onthe TWS.

Detailed analysis of the relationship with other relevant PPSis set outin Appendix 2.

Itisintendedthatthe TWS will be adopted as Supplementary Guidanceto a future ACC Local
Development Planto betterinform developers on how existingtrees and woodland and new tree
planting should be protected andincorporatedinto newdevelopments.

The most relevant PPStothe TWS is the UK Forestry Standard 2017 (UKFS) which sets out the

criteriaand standards forthe sustainable management of forests and woodlands in the UKand aims
to promote good forestry practice.

The UKFS includes aset of guidelines which explain the principles of the various elements of
sustainable forest managementin detail and set out how the UKFS can be met inrelation to each of
the topicareas. The topicareas are Forests and Biodiversity; Forests and Climate Change; Forests
and HistoricEnvironment; Forests and Landscape; Forests and People; Forests and Soil; Forests and
Water. These guidelines provide an existing framework of mitigation for potential impacts of t he
TWS.

The key points arising from the detailed analysis of related PPS to the TWS are as follows:

e Promote the sequestration of carbon from the atmosphere;

e Adaptto the effects of climate change through appropriate species selection;
e Promote the sustainable use of natural resources taking account of an ecosystems approach;
e Follow established forestry guidelines to deliver environmental objectives

e Protectand enhance biodiversity, species and habitats;

e Promote the sustainable management of soils;

e Maintain, protectand enhance landscape character and cultural assets;

e Avoidadverse effects onthe waterenvironmentand anyincreased flood risk;
e Promote woodland expansion;

e Supportappropriate siting of trees and woodlands;

e Maintain a sustainable forestry industry;

e Ensurenoimpacton peatlands;

e Improve accessibility to existing and future woodlands;

e Support measures which encourage deer management;

e Ensurethat designated nature conservation sites are not affected;
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e Ensurethat ancientwoodlandis notaffected and where appropriaterestored.;

e Recognise theimportance of trees and woodland in the landscape;

e Supportrenewable energy through the increased use of woodfuel;

e Promotetherole oftreesand woodlandin enhancing opportunities for publicaccesstothe
natural environment;

e Increase community engagement with the natural environment; and,

o Use existingtree and woodland PPS to minimise negative impacts on the environment.

3.2 Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment

Schedule 3of the 2005 Act requires the Environmental Reporttoinclude adescription of “the
relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution thereof without the
implementation of the Plan or Programme”, and “the environmental characteristics of areas likely to
be significantly affected”. The provision of thisinformation allows a description of the relevant
environmental context within which the strategy will operate. The detailed tabulation of the
baseline datais presentedin Appendix 8.2 of the Scoping Report. Asummary is providedin Table 3.1
of thisreport. The relevantaspects have beenincluded atanappropriate level of detail; itwas
deemed unnecessarytoinclude detailed baselinedatainthisreportas it isa strategy thatis being
assessed and notan individual project. The importantinformationiswhere tofindthe baseline data
when a specificprojectis being taken forward.

The likely evolution of the environment without implementation of the TWS needs to be considered.
Changesto the environmental baseline are inevitable due to natural processes and human activity
but these are largely unpredictable. Withoutthe TWS many of the existing environmental and
cultural benefits would remain but would not be maximised through the incorporation of new
guidelines, including the UKFS and the publicity and positive endorsement surroundinganew and up
to date strategy. Since the production of the 2005 Strategy many of the conditions that have
influenced the nature of forestry have changed significantly; for example, climate change and
renewable energy have now become majordrivers forextending woodland cover. Inaddition, the
role of woodlands hasincreased inimportance due toarecognition of the associated health benefits
and the conceptof green networksisrecognisedinincreasingthe biodiversity value of existing
woodlands.

Table 3.1 Summary of Baseline Data

SEA Indicator

ACC Information

Comment

Data source(s)

ClimaticFactors

Natural Resources
5.73 gha (2007)

Footprintis higherthanthe
Scottish average

Scotland’s Global Footprint
http://assets.wwf.org.uk/dow
nloads/sgf final report.pdf

Total CO, emissionsin 2016
1,365kt

Industry and Commercial Gas
isthe biggest contributorto
ACC’s CO, emissions.

National Atmospheric
Emissions Inventory:
http://naei.defra.gov.uk/data
/local-authority-co2-map

Flooding
ACC4 potentially vulnerable
areas; Bridge of Don,

Unpredictable impactfrom
Climate Change

North East Local Plan District
(2016 —2022)



http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/sgf_final_report.pdf
http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/sgf_final_report.pdf
http://naei.defra.gov.uk/data/local-authority-co2-map
http://naei.defra.gov.uk/data/local-authority-co2-map

Denmore, Deeside and
Peterculter

https://www.aberdeenshire.g
ov.uk/media/17174/north-
east-local-flood-risk-

management-plan-2016-
2022-web-version.pdf

Air NO, and PM10 Levels exceed national AirQualityin Scotland
objectivesinanumber of http://www.scottishairquality
locations .scot/

Water 2017 Water quality variableinthe | Water Classification Hub

GW - Good area Interactive Map

Surface — Bad, Poor, https://www.sepa.org.uk/dat
Moderate a-visualisation/water-

Dee Estuary -Good classification-hub/

Don Estuary - High

Soil Minor areas of Class 3.1 LCAclasses1,2and 3.1 Scotland’s Capability Maps

unsuitable fortree planting http://map.environment.gov.
scot/
PeatSoils, refertoSNH Treesshould not be planted Scotland's Soils Website
Carbon and Peatland Map on areas with peat> 0.5m http://map.environment.gov.
2016 (SNH Natural Spaces) scot/
Biodiversity International Guidelinesin UKFASmustbe | MAGIC

Floraand Fauna

SAC-1 (River Dee SAC)
pSPA —1 (Ythan Estuary SPA)

followed to ensure soil
erosion from forestry
operations does notimpact
on NaturaSites

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/

National

SSSI—4 (Corby, Lilyand
Bishops Lochs, Cove, Nigg Bay
and Scotstown Moor)

Citation documents, maps
management statementsand
summary conditions can be
viewed at SNHSiteLink

SNH SiteLink
https://sitelink.nature.scot/h
ome

Statutory

LNR — 4 (Den of Maidencraig,
Donmouth, Kincorth Hill,
Scotstown Moor)

LNRs are designated and
managed by local authorities
ACCCountryside Ranger
Service

SNH SitelLink forlocations
https://sitelink.nature.scot/h
ome

Local
Local Nature Conservation

LNCS maps
https://www.aberdeencity.go

Aberdeen City Local Nature
Conservation Sites Booklet

Sites v.uk/services/environment/lo | https://www.aberdeencity.go
LNCS —45 cal-nature-conservation-site- | v.uk/sites/default/files/2017-
maps 09/2013 LNCS Booklet LR 0.
pdf
Woodland Area of native woodlandin Native Woodland Survey of

ACC514ha —
19% conifer
81% broadleaved

Scotland Aberdeen City 2013
https://scotland.forestry.gov.
uk/images/corporate/pdf/fcs-
nwss-aberdeen.pdf



https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17174/north-east-local-flood-risk-management-plan-2016-2022-web-version.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17174/north-east-local-flood-risk-management-plan-2016-2022-web-version.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17174/north-east-local-flood-risk-management-plan-2016-2022-web-version.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17174/north-east-local-flood-risk-management-plan-2016-2022-web-version.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17174/north-east-local-flood-risk-management-plan-2016-2022-web-version.pdf
http://www.scottishairquality.scot/
http://www.scottishairquality.scot/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/data-visualisation/water-classification-hub/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/data-visualisation/water-classification-hub/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/data-visualisation/water-classification-hub/
http://map.environment.gov.scot/
http://map.environment.gov.scot/
http://map.environment.gov.scot/
http://map.environment.gov.scot/
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
https://sitelink.nature.scot/home
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/local-nature-conservation-site-maps
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/local-nature-conservation-site-maps
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/local-nature-conservation-site-maps
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/environment/local-nature-conservation-site-maps
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017-09/2013_LNCS_Booklet_LR_0.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017-09/2013_LNCS_Booklet_LR_0.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017-09/2013_LNCS_Booklet_LR_0.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017-09/2013_LNCS_Booklet_LR_0.pdf
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/fcs-nwss-aberdeen.pdf
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/fcs-nwss-aberdeen.pdf
https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/fcs-nwss-aberdeen.pdf

Ancient Woodland
SNH Natural Spaces

Data are out of date and
difficulttouse

https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/n

atural-

spaces/dataset.jsp?dsid=AWI

Landscape Landscape Character Typesin | Landscapeisdefinedasan SNH website, Landscape
the ACC areacan be viewed area, as perceived by people, | Character Assessmentin
on an interactive maponthe | whosevisual featuresand Scotland
SNH website. The LCTs character are the resultof the | https://www.nature.scot/prof
include urban, low hills, action and interaction of essional-
wooded estates, and natural and/orhuman factors | advice/landscape/landscape-
undulating open farmland. character-
assessment/landscape-
character-assessment-
scotland
Cultural Listed Buildings (1,215), ACChas a highnumberof Historic Environment Scotland
Heritage Scheduled Monuments (44), important cultural heritage Designations Map Search
Conservation Areas (11), sites http://historicscotland.maps.
Gardens and Designed arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/inde
Landscapes (1), X.html?appid=18d2608ac1284
Archaeological Sites (699). 066ba3927312710d 16d
Population Established Population (2018) | ACChad the 8th highest National Records of Scotland

227,560
Predicted Populationin 2026
237,169

populationin 2018, out of all
32 council areasin Scotland

https://www.nrscotland.gov.
uk/files//statistics/council -
area-data-sheets/aberdeen-

city-council-profile.html

Human Health

OpenSpace

3471ha notincluding private
gardens

Green Networks

Open Space Strategy 2011 —
2016 was based onthe Open
Space Audit 2010

ACCAberdeen Open Space
Audit 2010
https://www.aberdeencity.go
v.uk/sites/default/files/2010
openspaceaudit_report_appe

ndices.pdf

ACCLife Expectancy at birth
(years), 2015 - 2017

Male —77 years
Female—81 years

Both male and female ACC
averages are the same as the
averages for Scotland

Life Expectancy in Scottish
Areas 2015-2017
https://www.nrscotland.gov.
uk/files//statistics/life-
expectancy-areas-in-
scotland/15-17/life-
expectancy-15-17-

publication.pdf

Material Assets

A wide ranging topicincluding
the protection of properties
from floodingtothe transport
network

ACCstatisticsontopics such
as housing, education, the
economy, healthand
wellbeingand tourism

Behind the Granite Aberdeen
City Key Facts 2016
https://www.aberdeencity.go
v.uk/sites/default/files/2018-
02/Behind%20the%20Granite
%202016.pdf



https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/dataset.jsp?dsid=AWI
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/dataset.jsp?dsid=AWI
https://gateway.snh.gov.uk/natural-spaces/dataset.jsp?dsid=AWI
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/landscape-character-assessment-scotland
http://historicscotland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=18d2608ac1284066ba3927312710d16d
http://historicscotland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=18d2608ac1284066ba3927312710d16d
http://historicscotland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=18d2608ac1284066ba3927312710d16d
http://historicscotland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=18d2608ac1284066ba3927312710d16d
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/aberdeen-city-council-profile.html
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/aberdeen-city-council-profile.html
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/aberdeen-city-council-profile.html
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/council-area-data-sheets/aberdeen-city-council-profile.html
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2010_openspaceaudit_report_appendices.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2010_openspaceaudit_report_appendices.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2010_openspaceaudit_report_appendices.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2010_openspaceaudit_report_appendices.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/life-expectancy-areas-in-scotland/15-17/life-expectancy-15-17-publication.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-02/Behind%20the%20Granite%202016.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-02/Behind%20the%20Granite%202016.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-02/Behind%20the%20Granite%202016.pdf
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2018-02/Behind%20the%20Granite%202016.pdf

3.3 Likely Evolution of the Environment without the TWS

It is envisaged that future changes to the environment are inevitable due to natural processes, and
also due to human interventions that are unconnected with the TWS. The existing environmental
issuesoutlinedin Section 3.4 will probably persistin the absence of the TWS but it will contribute to
reducing some environmental issues in many SEA Topic areas. However, the positive effects of the
TWS will be limited without concerted efforts across a range of sectors on climate change and
development pressures. Potential changestothe environmental baseline without the TWS are listed

in Table 3.2.
Table 3.2 Potential environmental changes without the TWS
SEA Topic Possible changes without the TWS

ClimaticFactors

The carbon footprint of Aberdeenishighandislikely toincrease. The effects of
climate change on the environment, economy and society will increase. Some
opportunities for mitigating and adapting to these changes will be missed.

Air

Airqualityisan issue in parts of the city resulting from human activities and other
PPS promoting economicgrowth and development anditislikelytobecome a
focus for improvement.

Water

Adverse effects on water quality and quantity would remain butimprovementsin
quality are likely to occurthrough the implementation of the Water Framework
Directive. Climatechange and associated land use changes, will increasingly
impact on the waterenvironment.

Soil

In the mediumtolongterm soil issues will persist because of planned and
unplanned land-use change and expansion of the city. These impacts are likely to
become significantand require increased focus for protection. Pressureson
material assets from new development, reducing local budgets, and climate
change are expected to continue. Demandsforspaceinrural and urban areasfor
new housing, infrastructureand renewable energy is expected to continue to
conflict with woodland and tree resources untilthe value of these resourcesis
reflectedin cost-benefit analysis (natural capital accounting).

Biodiversity,
flora& fauna

Adverse and beneficial effects on biodiversity caused by other plans and activities
and by natural processesand humaninduced change would remain, including the
loss and fragmentation of habitats and effects on protected species. Increased
fragmentation of woodland habitats would continue. Itis expectedthat current
trends will continue due to the range of threatsinvolved, notably from built
developmentand climate change. Continued herbivore pressure on existing
woodlands.

Landscape The steady evolution of the landscape in relation to human activity, biological
processes and climate change would continue. There would be a greaterrisk of
unplanned woodland expansion adversely affecting landscape character and
quality.

Cultural Proposals withinthe areafrom other plans, natural processes and climate change

Heritage would continue to affect the setting of the historicenvironment.

Population & Human populationis likely to continue toincrease in Aberdeen. Healthissues

Human Health

associated with inactivity and old age are likely toincrease. There willbe an
ongoing disconnection between the majority of the population and rural areas.
Access to good quality green spaces will continue to be unequal. However, there
will be increasing demands on some of the services provided by forestry and
woodlands, notably recreation and woodfuel.




3.4

Environmental issues and opportunities relevant to the TWS

Schedule 3 of the 2005 Act requiresthe Environmental Report toinclude a description of existing
relevant environmental problems. This will help explore whethera strategy could exacerbate known
environmental problems and ensure that the most benefitis gained from the strategy.

In line with this requirement Table 3.3 highlights the potential environmental issues and

opportunities relevantto the TWS. Many of the potential problems would be avoided by adherence
to guidance contained inthe UKFS whichis advocated by the TWS.

Table 3.3 Environmental issues and opportunities relevantto the TWS
Environmental | Issues/Opportunities Possible role of the TWS
Topic

ClimaticFactors

Greenhouse gas emissions
Extreme weatherevents incl flood
events

Adaptionto climate change and its
potential impacts

Tree diseases and other climate
related threats

Promote the role of treesin sequestering
and storing carbon

Avoiddisturbance of carbonrich soils
Promote therole of trees in the reduction
of surface water run-off

Promote resilient woodlands through
appropriate tree species choice

Air Decreased air quality in parts of Promote therole of treesin builtareas
Aberdeencityandalongbusyroutes | and withingreenspacestoimprove air
impacting people’s health quality
Atmosphericpollutantsimpacting Increase the resilience of air pollution
sensitive habitats sensitive habitats

Water Diffuse pollutionimpacting the water | Provide guidance onthe role of treesand
environmentincluding Donand Dee woodlandsinland use change which
and theirtributaries reduces pollution impactson
Contamination of waterbodiesdueto | waterbodies
surface waterrun-offinflood events | Promote land use change whichreduces
Alteration of beds, banksand shores | floodriskand minimisesfloodimpactson
of rivers and coastal waters land use and communities
Impacts of flooding onland use and
viceversa

Soil Developmentandforestryleadingto | Promote land use change and

soil loss and erosion with potential
impacton River Dee SAC

Limited growing opportunities within
the city

Contaminatedland anditsimpactson
land use and soil quality

Loss of soil organicmatter and
increased carbon dioxide emissions

managementwhich reducesimpactson
soil

Encourage tree and woodland protection
and plantingtoreduce landslip and
erosionrisksinappropriate locations.
Promote land use change and
management which protectsand
increases soil carbon stores

Biodiversity,
Floraand Fauna

Protection of internationally (River
Dee SAC), nationally and locally
designatedsites (includingancient
woodlandinventory sites)
Decrease fragmentation of semi-
natural habitats

Take account of and protect designated
sitesincl ancientwoodland resource
Enhance links between semi-natural
areas
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Environmental
Topic

Issues/Opportunities

Possible role of the TWS

Damage to woodland due to
herbivore browsing pressures,
particularly deer

Loss of green space, green linkages
and wildlife corridors
Continuedloss of biodiversity

Provide astrategicbasisforthe
protection and new planting of treesand
woodlandsingreen spaces

Develop TWSinaccordance with deer
management best practice
recommendations

Promote woodland creation and
management practice that protects and
enhances biodiversity

Geodiversity Little recognition of geodiversity Promote woodland creationand tree
featuresin Aberdeen plantingin areas which avoid impactson
There are 57 Geological Review Sites | importantgeodiversity features and
within ACCand Aberdeenshire characteristics

Landscape Loss of diversity in the landscape Guidance and policy to ensure that
Tree elementsin historicand landscape and woodland design
designedlandscapes (forexample principles are used so thatthe diversity
wooded estates) are decliningand and character of Aberdeen landscapes
beinglostdue to development and townscapes, and the setting of
pressures. Tree featuressuchas Aberdeen, isenhanced through new tree
beechshelterbelts are declining and woodland planting, and better
Visual impacts of new forests, woodland management, referringtothe
woodlands andtree planting Aberdeen Landscape Study guidelines (in
Loss of streettrees preparation)

Cultural Vulnerability of historicand cultural Ensure the TWS considers the cultural

Heritage heritage assetstoland use heritage and historicassets of the area
managementand change

Population Increasing population and inequalities | Considerthe needs of all sectors of

between sectors of society
Changing demographics —ageingand
increasingly urbanised population

society

Promote the importance of treesin the
urban environmentto supportinginward
investmentand property values

Human Health

Inequalitiesin healthand access to
greenspace

Mental and physical wellbeing
Elevatedlevels of NO, and PM10 have
a negative impacton human health,
particularlyamongvulnerable groups

Promote the importance of trees and
woodlandsin new developmentand
infrastructure, and healthy places for
activity, including greenspacesand tree
lined streets

Promote the role of trees and woodlands
in greeninfrastructure toimprove air
quality

Material Assets

Timberresource and the proportion
of timberimports
Renewableenergy developments

Promote wood based renewable energy
development where this does not
compromise health or climate change
objectives

Supporta sustainable timberresource
and industryinthe region
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3.5 Data Limitations

Itisa requirementof the 2005 Act to record any difficulties encountered in compiling the
information forthe assessment. The unpredictable nature of climate change onindividualresources
makes itdifficultto judge the baseline information required and the impact of the TWS. In addition,
some data sources need updating.

3.6 SEA Objectives

Questions have been outlined for each of the SEA topics scopedinto the assessment; these break

down the topicsinto more manageable and realisticindicators forthe collation of baseline
information and assessment of impacts.

4 Assessment
4.1 Alternatives considered

The 2005 Actrequiresthat ACCidentifies, describes and evaluates the likely significant effects onthe
environment of any reasonable alternatives to the draft Strategy. The alternatives wereassessedin

relationtothe SEA topics scoped into the assessmentand asummary written whichisincludedin
Table 4.1.

Table4.1 Summary of Assessment of Alternatives
Alternatives Assessment
Business as usual Much of the content of the 2005 Strategy is still relevant. However, there
2005 Strategy are a number of issues that have moved on, particularlyinrelationto
remains national and local policy contexts with regard to the Scottish Governments’

approach to integrated land use, forestry and our understanding of climate
change. Politically, woodland expansion has become more prominentand
thusrequiresagreaterfocus to maximiseits benefits and achieve Scottish
Governmenttargets. The 2005 Strategy is now notwidely used soits many
potentially beneficial actions are not being translated to on the ground
action. The currenttrendsand issuesinrelationtotreesand woodland
would remain underthisscenario. These include generally positive
management of existingwoodland and improvementin recreation facilities
but integration with otherland uses would remain limited. The woodlands
skills shortage would continue, and the effects of climate change would not
be fully factoredinto woodland planning and management. Also, the
opportunity tofurtherboost the visibility and potential multiple benefits of
woodland management which would arise from anew strategy would be
lost.

In essence, many of the existing environmental and cultural benefits would
remain but would not be maximised through the incorporation of new
guidelines, including compliance with the UKFS and the publicity and
positive endorsement surrounding anew and up to date strategy.

No strategy The management of ACC'stree and woodland resource is judged to have a
2005 Strategy number of positive economic, environmental and social impacts currently.
revoked Based on national policy, organisational practice and culture, these are

likely to continue into the future without a strategy but the chance to tackle
some keyissuesinatargeted coordinated fashioninthe Council areawould
be lost.
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In essence, astrategy is required to maximisethe benefits of existing trees
and woodland and to encourage the planting of new treesand woodlandin
a coordinated manner. Itis also needed by the Scottish Government’s
forestry agency — Scottish Forestry —to help with the appropriate targeting
of its Forestry Grant fundingto the most appropriate areas for woodland
expansion linked to achievement of SGnew woodland creation targets.
Revokingthe 2005 Strategy would preventthis

Woodland only Clearly the impacts of this option would be similarto the “Business as

strategy usual” option above.

Similartothe 2005 | ACC,includesalarge urban area, has manytreesas well and woodland

Strategy areas soit isimportantthat these are includedin the strategy and their
benefits maximised.

TWS The proposed TWS brings together national and local forestry-related policy

Strategy for trees contexts, forestry guidelines and local ACC circumstances which have been

and woodland gleaned from ACC staff who have worked inthe areaand are aware of the

local issuesrelatingto trees and woodland. The strategy highlights the key
issuesforthe area based on extensive consultation and coordinates them
so as to maximise benefitsand minimise impacts. Itaimsto add value to
existing practice, consider woodland creation in acoordinated and practical
way with full knowledge of the time and resource availability within the
Council. Thus, itwould build on existing positive effects of “Business as
usual”and ensure that the latest guidelines were taken note of during the
planningand implementation stages of tree and woodland proposals.

4.2 ScopeoftheSEA

The following SEA topics have been scoped into the assessment following submission of the Scoping
Reportto the SEA Gateway: Climaticfactors, Air, Water, Soil, Biodiversity, floraand fauna,
Landscape, Cultural heritage, Population, Human health and Material assets. The TWS will be
assessedinrelationto each of these topics using the indicator questions.

4.3 Assessment Framework

Questions were devisedin the Scoping Report for each of the SEA topics and these have been asked
inorder to assess whether the potential impacts of the TWS are likely to be negative, positive,
uncertain, mixed or neutral. Eachtheme of the TWS was assessed individually and then the results
combined to show the cumulative effects of the TWS which are outlinedin Table 4.2. The following
system hasbeen usedtoscore the potential impacts of the TWSin each SEA topic:

++ Significant positive effects likely - Some negative effects likely
+ Some positive effects likely -- Significant negative effects likely
0 Neutral —no likely effects +/- Mixed ?Uncertain
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Table 4.2 Cumulative Effects of the TWS
Will the TWS... | Score | Comments | Mitigation/Enhancement
Climatic Factors
Reduce or minimisegreenhouse gas + The strategy should leadtoan increase inthe numberand Ensure that all plantingis undertaken
emissionsinthe city? quality of treesand woodlandsinthe ACCareawhichin turn followingthe UKFSwhich hasa
willincrease theirrole in climate change mitigation and section on Forests and Climate
Reduce the adverse effects of climate adaption. Change.
change, including extreme weather Treesremove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, but the
eventsand flooding? amounts are small compared with the amounts emitted from | Include more referencesand linksto
sourcesinthe City. UK Forestand Climate Change (Forest Forestry Commission documentsfor
Increase, and promote, the beneficial role Research) provides information on the actual amounts specificadvice onforestry and climate
of treesand woodlandsin flood plains removed and stored. Woodland Carbon Code 2011 outlines change.
and where surface water run-off, landslip the creation of carbon woodlands which will be increased with
and erosion needs to be controlled? the TWS as a result of its own programme of woodland The TWS will have aminor positive
expansion within Aberdeen City. effecton CO, levelsasindividual trees
Reduce or minimiseenergy use and Research supports that greater woodland and tree cover lock up approximately 2 kg of
maximise use of renewableresources? amelioratesthe extremes of weatherevents. CO,/year.
Trees contribute to flood management by intercepting
Increase woodland and tree resilience rainfall, slowing runoff into watercourses and by stabilising
through planting of appropriate species slopes.
and control of invasive non-native Currently ACCareatimberisusedas a fuel at ACC properties;
species? with more coordinated management this could be increased
withinthe City.
Tree species choice will be selected on asite by site basis for
future resilience to predicted changesin growing conditions
arising from climate change, extremeeventsand pestsand
diseases.
Air
Help reduce levels of air pollution? + In general, trees and woodlands can have a positive impacton |[Targeted planting of treesin areas of
air quality, particularly if they are carefully planned so as to poor airquality could be explored
Help regulate the local climate? maximise benefits—location and species choice being through the planning process.
important. However, some localised negative effects would
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Will the TWS... Score | Comments Mitigation/Enhancement
resultfromthe use and transportation of woodfuelas an
alternative heating and electricity source.
Also, thereisa complex relationship between treesin urban
areas with heavy trafficas the canopies can restrict airflow and
sometimes trap pockets of polluted air at ground level.
Water
Reduce levels of water pollution? ++ |Positive effectsare likelyto resultfrom the promotion of Ensure that all plantingis undertaken
healthy, diverse woodlands which can stabilise soil, reduce following the UKFS which has a section
Improve the physical state of the water diffuse pollution, and slow surface flowthereby reducing on Forestsand Water.
environment? flooding. However, forestry can have localised, shortterm
negative effects on the waterenvironment, notably through Include more references and links to
Protectand improve surface, siltation during planting or otherforestry operations. Forestry Commission documents for
groundwater and coastal water quality? Particular care should be taken when planting or managing specificadvice on forestry and the
woodland nearthe River Dee whichis designated as an SACfor |waterenvironmentinthe TWS.
Enhance the function of SuDS and flood speciessuch as the Freshwater pearl musselwhich requires
management schemes? waterwitha lowsiltloading.
Flood risk downstream of a forestry operation as a result of
Resultin positive changesto woody debris blocking culverts and bridges should be
groundwaterlevels? consideredinthe management plansforareas of woodland.
Refertothe relevant RMBP forspecificmeasuresto ensure
Contribute towards RMBP enhancement good practice
measures
Soil
Avoid loss of carbon rich soils as defined ++ |There should be an overall positive effect on soil if good The potential adverse effects of trees

on SNH’s Carbon and Peatland map?
Reduce soil loss, erosion and landslides?

Minimise conflict with existingland use
patterns?

practice is followed; ensure thatall plantingis undertaken
following the UKFS which has a section on Forests and Soil.
The spatial map inthe TWS deems areas with a peat depth
>50cm as unsuitable for planting.

Work inthe vicinity of the River Dee SACwill have to ensure
sediment contamination is minimised.

on carbon rich soils will be avoided by
identifying their presence during the
planning phase of a woodland project.
Thisshould be done by checkingthe
SNH Carbon and Peatland Map 2016
and by surveys carried out at site level.
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Will the TWS...

| Score | Comments

| Mitigation/Enhancement

Biodiversity, flora, fauna

Protect and enhance priority species, ++ |With careful planningtree and woodland planting should have |Ensure that all plantingis undertaken
habitats and sites designated for their multiple benefits for the environmentand especially for the following the UKFS which hasa section
nature conservationvalue? biodiversity of an area. Trees and associated vegetation provide| on Forests and Biodiversity.
Protecttreesimportantforwildlife, habitatand shelterfora wide range of speciesinurbanareas |The potential adverse effects of trees
including veterantrees, Ancient and in new builtdevelopment. on biodiversity will be minimised as
Woodlands/Scottish Semi-Natural The Strategy promotes a robust site-based assessmentin all protected natural heritage sites are
Woodland Inventory sites? cases of woodland planting and provides a spatial map for identified as sensitive to new woodland
Help to reverse and offset the decline of guidance at the strategicscale. development onthe spatial map.
biodiversity? Currently there is one Naturasite (River Dee SAC), four SSSls Detailed tree and woodland planting
Avoid habitatfragmentationandlead to and 45 Local Nature Conservation Sites within the ACCarea. and managementshould be informed
enhanced habitat connectivity? Details oninternationally and nationally designated sites are by relevant guidance from SNH. This
Promote the importance of woodlands held onthe SNH Natural Spaces website and for the LNCS the should be done by makingiteasyto
and treesforbiodiversity? ACCwebsite has a full list with maps and features. find outinformation about protected
Avoid disturbance and damage to As planning policy makes clearthere are also areas of value sites (Natura, National and Local sites)
wildlife? outside the designated sites which could link and protectareas | withinthe ACCarea. Desk studies prior
Ensure that existingwoodlands are of interest. to locatingand designing new
managed to protectand enhance Scottish Forestry and SNH provide guidance on deer woodlands would ensure thatany
conservation objectives? managementand ACC has a city-wide Deer Management Plan. |potentialimpact was notrealised.
Protecttreesand woodlands against
herbivore impacts?
Landscape
Avoid or minimise adversevisualimpacts + Publicperception of forestry can be mixed currently, although [ Ensure that all plantingisundertakenin
or impacts on setting of the city? non-commercial woodlands tend to be widely valued. The TWS | compliance with the UKFS which
promotes expansion in woodland coverina way which takes includes specificguidance on Forests
Avoid adverse effects on account of the potential benefits and impacts on landscape, it |and Landscape.
protected/designated landscapes? also promotes forestry practice with agreater diversity of tree
speciesand management practice. Thus, itdoes promote
Avoid adverse effects on key viewpoints change, which can initself be controversial, butit promotes
and gateways? change in the context of a beneficial contribution to landscape.
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Will the TWS... Score | Comments Mitigation/Enhancement
Effectively protect key tree and woodland Integrating trees and woodlands into built developmentand
features frominappropriateremoval, loss urban areas can improve townscapesand help themintegrate
or damage? into the landscape.
Overall the strategy promotes arobust site-based assessmentin
all cases of new woodland creation which should include
consideration of landscape issues. The mappingincorporates
Gardens and Designed Landscapes and identifies them as
sensitivetoinappropriate woodland planting.
Cultural heritage
Avoid adverse effects on, and conserve + Beinga strategy the TWS will encourage a holisticapproachto |Ensure that all plantingis undertaken
and enhance, protected historicand tree and woodland planting which takesintoaccountcultural |followingthe UKFSwhich has guidelines|
archaeological sites and features? heritage duringthe planning stage. on Forests and the Historic
Care should be taken with enhancementin relation to Environment.
Protect the setting of the historic scheduled monumentsin particular.
environmentand historicfeatures, The spatial map inthe TWS deems Gardens and Designed
whether protected or not? Landscapesand Scheduled Monuments as sensitive to planting.
Population
Encourage all sectors of society to enjoy + The Aberdeen Green Space Network is astrategicnetwork Planning, which the TWS will ensure, is
treesand woodland? connectingvarious habitats and species, urbanand rural green |essential to optimising the benefits of
Help provide better connected green spacesto each otherand the communities around them. It any plantingundertakeninthe ACC
spacesand green networks that are offers a wide range of social, health economicand area.
multi-functional? environmental benefits. Any planting should consultthe maps
Provide opportunities forjobs, careers on the ACCwebsite to ensure thatitdoes not conflict with
and economicdiversityinthe city? existing routes.
Enhance the city to encourage inward
investment?
Human Health
Provide opportunities forimproved ++ |Thereisthe potential for beneficial effects on human health Ensure that all plantingis undertaken

personal and community health and well-
being?

and wellbeingto arise through the increased provision of
accessible woodland space which can be used for recreational

following the UKFS which has a section
on Forestsand People.
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Will the TWS... Score | Comments Mitigation/Enhancement
Retain and improve quality, quantity and purposes and can enhance the environmental quality of urban | Links are strong between ACC
connectivity of publicly accessibleopen areas in particular. Countryside Services and the City’s
space? Improvingair quality will have aknock-on effectinterms of health sector.
reducingthe likelihood of air quality-related adverse health
Supportand encourage recreationand effects.
active travel by providingamore Accessto outdoor spaces and opportunities to connect with the
attractive outdoorenvironment for natural environment can have both physical and mental
people? benefits forwellbeing and can also provide asense of identity
and place. Thisinteraction with woodlands can increase the
Maintain links between areas and population’s awareness of the goods thatare derived fromit
recreational sites, increasing and increase awareness of the importance of maintaining good
opportunities for healthy outdoor ecosystem health. This can have anindirect yet major positive
activities? effectoverthelongtermin preservingall aspects of the
environment.
Material assets
Maintain and supporta sustainable ++ The economicvalue of the treesand woodlandin ACCarea A well established system forvaluing

forestryindustry?

Maximise the use of locally sourced
timber?

Supportrenewable energy generation?
Manage trees and woodlands so that
theydo notbecome aliability?
Facilitate maintenance of the rural road
network to enable efficienttimber
transport?

needsto be quantified to be able to advocate their
contributionto the local economy and monitorany change
meaningfully.

The sustainability of the Granite City Forest will be dependent
on the forestry sectoras a whole being economically viable in
the longterm.

The rural road network has been takeninto accountin the
TWS, withrespectto the importance of maintaining suitable
infrastructure tofacilitate the movement of timbertrafficto
markets.

treesisi-Tree Eco.
Include defined and agreed actions
for stakeholdersin the TWS.
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Overall, the assessment showed very positive or positiveimpacts forthe TWS on the SEA topics
assessed. Some actions had the potential to have negativeimpacts but these were generally
mitigated through the adherence to established guidance such as the UKFS whichis well usedin the
forestryindustry. Nosignificant negative impacts wereidentified.

The planning and framework, which the TWS will ensure, will increase the plantingand management
of treesand woodland inthe ACCarea.

Itisdifficultto quantify the impacts and to compare the scores between topics.
4.4 Appropriate Assessment

Aberdeenshire Councilhas undertaken a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) forthe Naturasites
withinitsboundary. The two Naturasites (River Dee SAC and proposed extension to the Ythan
Estuary SAC) within ACCalso existin Aberdeenshire and were considered in the HRA which was done
in2016. An HRA has been undertakenforthe sitesin ACCwhich updates the Aberdeenshire
document.

5 Mitigation Measures and Monitoring

5.1 Proposed Mitigation Measures

There are nosignificant adverse effects anticipated as aresult of the implementation of the TWS.
Table 4.2 outlines measures which will mitigate any potential negative impacts. Potential minor
negative impacts will be offset by otherindicators and established forestry guidance and processes
such as EIA and the general planning system when specific projects come forward.

The UKFS sets out the criteriaand standards forthe sustainable management of forestsand

woodlandsinthe UK therefore avoiding the potential environmental problems that can arise
through poor forestry practice.

The majority of impacts can be reduced by good planning which mustinclude areview of baseline
data for the proposed planting site and compliance with existing PPS. The TWS should make it clear
that the baseline features of proposed sites must be established to avoid any unintentional impacts.
It should be noted thatthe map in the TWS is strategicand does not replace research intoindividual
sites.

5.2 Monitoring Framework

No significant negative effects have been predicted during the SEA process, butitis importantthat
the actual effects of the TWS are monitoredinrelationto baseline information in ordertoidentify

any unexpected adverse effects and undertake corrective action. Many of the topics will be
influenced more significantly by otherfactors apart fromthe TWS.

The TWS contains an Action Plan with quantifiable performance indicators for the implementation of
the objectives. Progressthrough the Action Plan will enable ACCto evaluate the TWS and formulate
amendments forthe quinquennial review. The followingare suggested as potential metrics for
monitoring the effectiveness of the TWS:

THEME 1 - Stewardship and Expansion

e % of ACC-ownedwoodland covered by up to date Management Plans
e % ACC-owned woodlands certified underthe UKWAS
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o % ACC-ownedindividual trees and woodland surveyed using National Tree Map (or
equivalent) and dataformally captured, maintained and updated

e No. of hectares UKFS compliant new woodland planted within Aberdeen City

e Annual Deer Management Reports

e No.of hectares of compensatory woodland planted v. area of woodland removed as part of
agreed development

THEME 2 - Climate Change

e No. of hectares of new woodland certified against the Woodland Carbon Code
e No.of Climate Change Parks established and maintained in Aberdeen City
e No.of hectares of new woodland creationin Aberdeen meeting requirements of UKFS

THEME 3 — Economic Value

e iTreeEcosurveycompletedfor Aberdeen City

e % newwoodland creation thatincorporate timber production asamanagement objective
e Active participationin membership of the Grampian Forestry Forum

e AgreedRoute mapfortimbertransport within Aberdeen City maintained

e Active membership of the Grampian Timber Transport Group

THEME 4 - People, Health and Communities

e No.of woodland-related community volunteeringinitiatives implemented
e No.of Branching Out events held

e No.of woodland-based Health Walks carried out

e Length of Core Path network linkages with woodlands

e No.of Forest School programmes carried out

THEME 5 - Cultural Heritage

e No ofred squirrel conservation projectsimplemented
e No.of hectares of native woodlands created/restored
e No.of PAWS brought back into native condition

5.3 Limitations and Difficultiesin the assessment

It is difficultto quantify the effects of a strategy which will have effects on so many aspects of the
environment and many other strategies will be affecting the same features.

5.4 Next Steps

The Draft ER and Draft TWS are put out for consultation to the CA viathe SEA Gateway and to the
publicvianewspaperandonline publication by ACC. The CA approvedthe 6 week consultation
period proposed by ACC.

Followingthe consultation period the responses will be collated and reviewed (2 weeks) and the
TWS will be amended (4weeks).

Publication of finalised TWS and ER (2 weeks with publisher etc).
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5.5 Proposed Consultation Timescale and Anticipated Milestones

In accordance with the requirements of the Section 17 of the 2005 Act the findings of this ER and the
responses acquired during the consultation period from the publicand CA will be taken into account
whenfinalisingthe TWS. A Post Adoption Statement which outlines how this ERand the
consultationresponsesinformed the development of the strategy will be prepared and submitted to
the SEA Gateway.

Milestone Timeframe

Publication of TWS and ER for consultation

Close of Consultation Period 6 weeks after publication
Review of consultation responses 2 weeks

Finalise ERand TWS 4 weeks

Publication of Final ERand TWS

Submission of Post Adoption Statement to SEA Gateway

We would welcomeyourcomments on this ER which was published for consultation on ** 2019;
comments are requested by ** 2019 (6 weeks later). Details of how to comment can be found on:
ACCwebsite link orby contacting: Steven Shaw, Environmental Manager, Environmental Services,
Altens East Recycling and Resource Facility, Hareness Place, ABERDEEN AB12 3GX
STEVENS@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Appendices
Appendix 1: Scoping Report Comments Table

Appendix 2: Relationship with other PPS
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Appendix 1: Scoping Report Comments Table

Consultation Authority Comment

Response

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)

The list of PPSiscomprehensiveand clear. We recommend the
following additions:

The identification of priority woodlands for red squirrel
conservationin North and Central Scotland

Forest Habitat Networks Scotland (Grampian) Report

PPSsaddedto list (Appendix 2)

We welcome cognisance of Aberdeenshire Council’s Forestry
and Woodland Strategy 2017 and encourage trans-boundary
effectsand connectionsto be exploredin the assessment.

Noted

Table 5.2: recommend the addition of continued herbivore
pressure on woodland without the TWS.

IncludedinTable 3.2 inthe ER

The Strategy also has a potentially important contribution to
make to quality of place both for residents and visitors, for
example use of community woodland and street trees.

Noted

Table 5.3 lists the environmentalissues for each SEA topic. This
sectionis quite genericand we suggestitis revised where
possible to highlightissues specificto Aberdeen.

LinksinTable 3.1 will lead users to
specificinformation with ease

Note that increased access and recreation may impacton
habitats and species, forexample through disturbance and
trampling.

Noted

We supportthe reference to the Strategy’sroleindeer
management. Thisis asignificantissue fordelivery of the
strategy, and we recommend the assessment explicitly records
the significant environmental effects.

Noted andincluded

We recommend mention of the risk of sediment contamination
interms of forestry practices (especially thinning and felling)
and otherdevelopments on the River Dee SAC, with potential
threatsto qualifying species such as freshwater pearl mussels.

Noted andincluded

Add loss/decline of street trees and possiblerole of the strategy
to ensure protection/maintenance of existing resource and new
streettree planting.

Noted andincluded

We agree withthe scopingin of the SEAissues.

Noted

The proposed framework forassessing the strategy’s
alternatives, vision, themes, objectives and strategy maps
environmental effectsis comprehensive and clear. We support
the structure of Table 6.2 and welcome the populated example
for climaticfactors.

Minor modifications have been made to
the framework to minimise repetition

Several separate assessment questions are asked undereach
SEA topic. These are currently grouped togetherin the
assessment commentary and mitigation. However, assessment
of each questionwould resultinaclearerassessment process
and more specificmitigation.

The order of the questions has been
followed in the comments columns. The
table would become unwieldy if this
suggestion was adopted
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Consultation Authority Comment

Response

Biodiversity, flora and fauna:

Add questions “Ensure that existing woodlands are managed to
protectand enhance their conservation objectives” and
“Protecttreesand woodlands against herbivore impacts.”

Included Table 4.2in the ER

Soil:

Amend “Avoid or minimisethe loss of carbon rich soils” to
“Avoid loss of carbon rich soils as defined on SNH’s Carbon and
Peatland Map.”

Included Table 4.2in the ER

Population:

Amend “Meet the demand for more, betterand accessible
greenspace” to “Help provide better connected green spaces
and green networks that are multi-functional”

Included Table 4.2in the ER

6.4 The cumulative effect framework is welcomed.

Each of the themes was considered
individually inrelation to each of the
topics and then the cumulative scores
put inthe assessmentframework
(Table 4.2)

6.5 Habitats Regulations Appraisal

We supportthe consideration of HRAinthe light of the issues
identified and given the nature of the River Dee SAC. We refer
to the Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) for the
Aberdeenshire Forestry and Woodland Strategy 2016 and
recommend asimilarapproach.

We will be pleased to advise onthe methodology in due course.

The HRA for Aberdeenshire is applicable
to the ACCareaas itincludesthe River
Dee SAC. Followingadiscussion with
SNH an HRA was undertaken for ACC
based on the Aberdeenshire one

6.7 Monitoring
We supportthe commitmentto monitoringthe environmental
effects of the strategy

Metrics for monitoringthe TWS are
suggested

8.2 Environmental Baseline Appendices
We welcome the intenttorevise this baselineinformation and
will be pleased to advise further

Location of baseline data sources noted

Pg 142 Peat soils: we recommend information for carbonrich
soils (class, areain Aberdeenetc.) is presented for Aberdeenin
accordance with SNH’s carbon and peatland map.

Noted

Pg 143 Soil erosion: recognition that poorland management
practices resultingin erosion/sedimentation (including forestry)
can have ssignificant adverse effects —eg. on the River Dee SAC.

Noted andincludedinER

Appendix 8.2.4(pg 145): we recommend the specificnatural
heritage designations and extent/conditionis alsoincluded.

Noted. Linkto theinformationis
includedinthe Table 3.1

Pg 148: we recommend the Ancient Woodland Inventory is
includedincludingthe haineachtype (eg.longestablished
plantation woodland). Include baseline on extent/type/
distribution of existing woodland eg. ha/% conif, ha/% br leaved

AW!I data are dated compared with
Native Woodland Survey of Scotland

We recommend providing abaseline position for the
development of Integrated Habitat Networks/Forest Habitat
Networks and green networksin the Council area.

Useful definition and metricto be
decided upon

Pg 173 Green access routes: identify routes includingactive
travel routes and key recreational assets. This could be
provided under ‘Population/human health.’

Green Space Network shownon ACC
website
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Consultation Authority Comment Response
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
Relationship with otherPlans, Policies and Strategies (PPS) We |Noted

are pleasedto note that Table 5.1 presents a comprehensive list
of otherrelevant plans, polices and strategies which the Tree
and Woodland Strategy (here afterreferred toas the T&WS) is
related to. Howeverthe following plans (see below) are out of
date and should be updated and reflected in the Environmental
Report.

PAN 69 (Flood Risk) has been replaced with online planning
advice on flood risk therefore we ask that thisis updatedin the
Environmental Report.

Noted (Appendix 2)

Table 5.1 under National, the section on ‘water’ outlines the
‘River Basin Management Plan for Scotland (2009)’. Please note
that the second RBMP for the Scotland River Basin Plans (2015
to 2027) has now been published. Please access this
information here and update thisinthe ER.

Noted (Appendix 2)

1.2 It should be noted thatany new bridges or culverts
should be designed to conveythe 1in 200 year flow plusan
appropriate allowance forfreeboard. We ask that Engineering
inthe Water Environment: Good Practice Guide, River
Crossings’ guidance which contains furtheradvice on
watercourse crossing designisincludedinthe list of plans,
policiesand strategiesin Table 5.1.

Noted (Appendix 2)

1.3 Some of the PPSincluded have themselves been
subjectto SEA. Where thisisthe case you mayfindit useful to
prepare a summary of the key SEA findings that may be
relevanttothe T&WS. This may assist you with data sources
and environmental baseline information and also ensure the
current SEA picks up environmental issues or mitigation actions
which may have beenidentified elsewhere.

Noted. The SEAs for the most relevant
documents have beenreferredtoeg.
Scotland’s Forestry Strategy 2019 — 29
SEA ER and otherwoodland strategy ERS|

Baseline information

2.1 SEPA holds significant amounts of environmental data
which may be of interesttoyouin preparingthe environmental
baseline, identifying environmental problems, and summarising
the likely changesto the environmentin the absence of the
PPS, all of which are required forthe assessment. Many of
these dataare now readily available on SEPA’s website.

Noted andreferredtoin Table 3.1

2.2 Additional local information may also be availablefrom [Noted
our Access to Information Unit at our Corporate Office.
3. Environmental Problems Noted

3.1 We considerthatthe environmental problems
described generally highlight the mainissues of relevance for
the SEA topics within ourremit.
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Consultation Authority Comment

Response

3.2 We considerthatinadditionto the environmental
problems described the followingissues are also of relevanceto
thisassessment. The SEA of the T&WS should considerthese
issues and solutions thatthe strategy will deliverto address
them.

Noted

Air quality - It should be noted that the relationship between
treesandair pollutionis complex. Table 5.3statesthat a
possible role of the T&WS will be to “Promote the role of trees
inbuiltareas, alongbusy routes, and within green spacesasa
meansto improve airquality”. Treesand othervegetation can
restrict airflow, preventing pollution from being diluted by
currents of cleanerair. Plantingtrees with thick canopiesalong
busy roadsides can act like aroof, trapping pockets of polluted
air at groundlevel.

Notedandincludedinthe ER
UK Forestry Guidelines highlighted

Flood Risk — Table 5.3 states that the T&WS would “Promote
land use change which reduces flood risk and minimises flood
impacts on land use and communities.” Itshould be noted that
future expansion orchange in the areas of woodlandinthe
Aberdeenareamust take into consideration the flood risk to
downstreamreceptors from forestry operations such as
plantingand fellingand woody debris deposition. Any
measures proposed inthe Strategy should considerthe impact
on flows, sediment transport, capacity of culverts and potential
blockage of culverts and bridges downstream. Itshould also
considerthe possibility of woody debris entering watercourses.

Noted andincludedinthe ER
UK Forestry Guidelines highlighted

4. Alternatives

41 We note that the reasonable alternatives considered
are listedinTable 4.2. We highlightthatif you have considered
different vision statements, strategies, objectives or mapping
proposalsthenthese also represent reasonable alternative and
should be assessed.

Noted

6.1 We agree that inthisinstance all environmentaltopics
inTable 6.1 should be scopedintothe assessment.

Noted

6. Methodology forassessing environmental effects

6.1 We are content with the proposed detailed assessment
matrix and particularly welcome the commentary box (in
column 5 of Table 6.2) which should be utilised to fully explain
the rationale behind the assessment results.

Commentaryincolumn 3 of Table 4.2

7. Mitigation and enhancement

7.1 We are pleased to note that Table 6.4 outlinesa
framework for mitigation and are content with the proposed
approach.

Noted

8. Monitoring

8.1 Although not specifically required at this stage,
monitoringisarequirementof the Actand early consideration
should be given toa monitoring approach particularlyinthe

Metrics are suggested in Section 5.2 of

the ER for monitoring of the
effectiveness of the TWS
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Consultation Authority Comment

Response

choice of indicators. We are therefore pleasedtonotein
Section 6.7 and Table 6.5 that ACCwill prepare/produce a
monitoring report to monitorthe significant effects of the
implementation plan. Itwould be helpful if thisisincludedin
the ER.

9. Consultation period
9.1 We are satisfied with the proposal forasix week
consultation period forthe ER

Noted

10. Outcomes of the Scoping exercise

10.1 We wouldfindithelpful if the ERincluded asummary
of the scoping outcomesand how comments from the
Consultation Authorities weretaken into account.

Noted

Historic Environment Scotland (HES)

We note that the historicenvironment has been scopedinto
the assessmentand on the basis of the information provided,
we are contentwith thisapproach and are satisfied with the
scope and level of detail proposed forthe assessment, subject
to the detailed comments provided below.

Noted

The methodology outlined forthe assessmentis well
considered and the baseline against which to test the options
available tothe strategy is appropriate in terms of the historic
environment. In particular we welcome that the assessment
guestions have been specifically tailored to address the likely
pressures onthe historicenvironmentas aresult of the
strategy. This should enable the assessment to more accurately
reflectanyissuesarisingthrough the testing of the aims and
objectives of the strategy and theirrelationship with the
historicenvironment.

Noted

As a point of detail it should be remembered that enhancement
may not always be the most appropriate action for the historic
environment, particularlyinrelation toscheduled monuments.

Noted

The approach for the mitigation of any environmental effects as
aresult of the implementation of the strategy is welcomed and
it should be remembered that consideration should also be
givento measures forthe enhancement of positive effects.

Noted

In terms of monitoring the predicted environmental effects of
the strategy we welcome the early consideration given for this
importantarea. As you will be aware, the mannerin which
significant effects will be monitored should be driven by the
nature of the effectsidentified andin light of this the suggested
framework should prove a useful tool in thisregard.

Noted
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Appendix 2: Relationship with other PPS

Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

INTERNATIONAL

Climate Change

UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC, 1997
and 2015)

International environmental treaty which provides aframework
for binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions for
intergovernmental efforts to tackle the challenge posed by
climate change. Itcallsfor actionto conserve and enhance sinks
of greenhousegasesincluding forests.

The TWS will contribute to Aberdeenin meetingits
commitments underthese conventions.

The Second European Climate
Change Programme

Identifies and develops all the necessary elements of an EU
strategy to explore cost effective options for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

The TWS will contribute to Aberdeenin meetingits
commitments underthis programme.

EU Adaptation Strategy 2013

The Adaption Strategy sets out a framework and mechanisms for
making Europe more climate-resilient. Three key objectives:
promotingaction by Member States; promoting adaptationin
keyvulnerablesectors; and promoting betterinformed decision
making.

The TWS will provide information for betterinformed decision
making.

Air Quality

EU AirQuality Directives
2008/50/EC and 2016/2284
Clean Air Programme for Europe
(2013)

Setsair quality standards for ground-level ozone, particulate
matter, nitrogen oxides, heavy metals and anumber of other
pollutants.

Sets National Emission Ceilings (NEC)for sulphurdioxide,
nitrogen oxides, volatile organiccompounds and ammonia.
Setsair quality objectives

The TWS will notresultin a deterioration of air quality.

Water

Water Framework Directive
2000/60/EC

Safeguards the sustainable use of surface water; transitional
waters, coastal waters and groundwaterand addresses
groundwater pollution, flooding and droughts and River Basin
Management Planning. Contains provisions to prevent
deteriorationin the status of surface waterand groundwater
bodies.

The TWS will comply with this Directive through observance of
measures outlined inthe UKFS and the UKFS’s Water
Guidelines.

Nitrates Directive 91/676/EEC

Concerns water pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural
sources.

The TWS will comply with this Directive through observance of
measures outlined in the UKFS UKFS and the UKFS’s Water
Guidelines.
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

Biodiversity

Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC

Requires national governments to specify areas for the
protections of habitats, Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).

Thereisone SAC inthe ACC area —River Dee SAC. Special
precautions are outlinedin the UKFSto be followed when
planting orfellinginthe vicinity of aSACand a HRA has been
carried out as part of the TWS process.

Birds Directive 2009/147/EC

Protects wild birds and their habitats through a network of
Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

There are no SPAs and one proposed extension to an existing
SPA (Ythan Estuary) in the ACC area.

European Biodiversity Strategy
2020

Promotesthe conservation and sustainable use of biological
diversity.

Measuresinthe TWS will contribute to the delivery of this
strategy.

Landscape

European Landscape Convention
2000

Promotesthe protection, management and planning of all
landscapes, including natural, managed, urban and peri-urban
areas.

The TWS will comply with this convention through observance
of measuresoutlinedinthe UKFS.

Waste

Taking Sustainable Use of
Resources Forward: A Thematic
Strategy on the Preventionand
Recycling of Waste (2005)

Describes the ways in which waste management can be
improved; limiting the production of waste and promoting the
recycling, reuse and recovery of waste.

Gives contextto national legislation and strategy on waste and
recycling.

The TWS should encourage alife-cycle approach to waste
arising fromtree and woodland management with the aim of
reducing the amount of waste produced as distinct from wood
co-products.

Noise

European Noise Directive | Relatestothe assessmentand management of environmental The TWS should contribute to the reduction of environmental
2002/49/EC noise. noise.

NATIONAL

Cross-Sectoral

The Planning (Scotland) Act 2006

Promotesaninclusive and efficient planning system toimprove
community involvement, supportthe economy, and helpitto
grow ina sustainable way.

The TWS will recognisethe importance the planning system has
for protectingand enhancing the natural environment. It should
encourage community involvement and influence the next
Aberdeen LDP and future planning decisionsto ensure thattree
and woodland priorities are considered.

Town & Country Planning Act (as
amended) 1967 / Circular 1/2011
Tree Preservation Orders

Providesforthe protection of treesin Conservation Areas and
through Tree Preservation Orders. The Act places aduty on
planningauthorities to ensure that, whenever appropriate,
planning permissions make adequate provision forthe
preservation or planting of trees.

The TWS should help todeliverimproved tree protection
through a range of actionsincluding promoting the value of
treesto society and protecting trees from the impacts of land-
use change and development.
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

National Planning Framework for
Scotland 3 (2014) (NPF3)

The Scottish Government’s policy on nationally important land
use planning matters. The NPF3strongly supports renewable
energy developments, the Green Network and active travel as
constituentsto enhance health and wellbeing.

It aims to deliver 100,000ha of new woodland overthe next 10
years to ensure Scotland meetsits emissions reduction targets
and widerland use objectives.

Promotesthe development of City Regions; facilitates the
regeneration of socially disadvantaged areas; includinganumber
of National Developments, two of which are in Aberdeen;
encourages environmental stewardship.

The TWS will facilitate the delivery of sustainable woodland
management and new woodland creationin appropriate
locations withinthe ACCarea.

The TWS takes account of the spatial and environmentalissues
setoutin NPF3.

The TWS supports the strategicobjectives foralow waste, low
carbon future, with enhanced Green Networks.

Scottish Planning Policy 2014
(SPP)

Identifies the Scottish Government’s central purpose at
sustainable economicgrowth. SPP sets out the main purpose and
tasks of the planning system and national policies across all policy
sectors. Highlightsthe role of planningin achieving opportunities
to enhance health and wellbeing, biodiversity, landscape, green
space networks and cultural heritage.

Includesreference totree works in Conservation Areas (para

144); the principle of protecting woodland and trees for

biodiversity (para194 & 216); the control of woodland removal

(para 218); the role of trees and woodlands in networks and

greeninfrastructure (para217, 222).

Includes:

e presumptionin favour of protection of soils and consideration
of the implications of development forsoil quality and effects
on carbon dioxide emissions.

e protection and improvement of the waterenvironment,
avoiding floodrisk and reducing the vulnerability of existing and
future developmentto flooding.

The TWS will supportand deliver policy objectives containedin
the SPP.

Gettingthe bestfromour land: A
land use strategy for Scotland
2016 - 21

Setsa framework for sustainable land use to guide policy and
decision making. Itrecognisesthe importance of ecosystem
functionsandservicesinland use strategy. Where landis highly
suitable foraprimary use (eg.food production, flood

The TWS aimsto:

e promote sustainable development and use of land, addressing
the competing demands on the diminishing resource;

e optimise the publicbenefits delivered by the natural
environmentand natural processes; and,
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

managementorcarbon storage) this value should be recognised
indecision making.

e protect natural assets and resources forfuture generations.

Scotland’s Forestry Strategy 2019-
2019

This Strategy provides an overview of contemporary Scottish
forestry and the Scottish Government’s 50-year vision for
Scotland’s forests and woodlands. It places forestry at the heart
of government helping to deliver the aims of the National
Performance Framework and supporting Scotland’s Land use
Strategy.

The Scottish Government’s new forestry strategy provides the
TWS with the opportunity to setout its own vision and strategic
objectives within the context of alocal authority-level
interpretation of the nationalvision forthe role of trees,
woodlands and forestryinsociety.

Scotland’s National Transport
Strategy (2006)

Setsout a long- termvision fortransport, identifies reduction of
emissions, improved quality, accessibility and affordable as key
aims.

The TWS seeks tointegrate with the aims of this strategy. By
enhancingthe builtand open space environment, it encourages
active travel and assistsin the reduction of emissions.

Scotland’s EconomicStrategy
(2007)

Identifies strategic priorities critical to achieving sustainable
economicgrowth.

The TWS has a theme which focusses on the economicvalue of
treesand woodlandinthe ACCarea and will supportthis
Strategy.

Choosing Our Future: Scotland’s
Sustainable Development
Strategy (2005)

Highlights the need to build a sustainable future taking account
of pubicwell-being (eg. quality of life, food, economic
opportunities), travel, natural resources and waste.

The TWS has sustainability, both in terms of economics and
biodiversity atits core.

Natural Resource Productivity
(2009)

Sets out to optimise the sustainable use of our natural resources
to deliverthe maximum economicand publicbenefit

The TWS aimsto promote sustainableforest development for
Scotland optimising publicbenefits delivered by the natural
environment and protecting natural assets for future
generations.

Building a Better Scotland
Infrastructure Investment Plan:
Investinginthe Future of Scotland
(2005)

Sets out the delivery plan forachieving significantinvestmentin
transport, education, health, water, waste management, sports,
business, flood prevention and regeneration programsin
Scotland.

The TWS has taken into account and will contribute to most of
these objectives.

Air and Climate Change

The Air Quality Strategy
for England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland (2007)

Providesaclear, long-termvision forimprovingair qualityin the
UK in line with the Environment Act 1995 setting out associated
air quality objectives and policy options

The TWS should contribute toimprovement of local air quality.

CleanerAirforScotland—The
Road to a Healthier Future (2015)

Sets out proposalstofurtherreduce air pollution to protect
human health and comply with European and Scottish legal
requirements relating to air quality.

The TWS has been guided by these proposals and will
contribute to the improvement of local air quality with a knock-
on improvementin human health.

Climate Change Act 2008

Sets UK targets forreductions in greenhouse gas emissions

The TWS takes note of this Act.
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

Climate Change (Scotland)Act
2009

Creates a statutory framework and targets for reductionsin
greenhouse gas emissions. The Act places duties on public
bodiesto contribute tothe delivery of the targetssetinthe Actin
exercisingits functions.

The TWS will contribute to the Council’s duties and targets for
greenhouse gas emissions reduction, and to the Council’s
programme of adaptation to climate change.

Scottish Climate Change Delivery
Plan (2009)

Setsout highlevel measures required to meet Scotland’s
statutory climate change targets to 2020 and beyond.

The TWS includes measures to contribute to the reduction of
greenhouse gases and considers methods of adaptation,
diversification and mitigation.

Low Carbon Scotland; Meeting
our Emissions Reduction Targets
2013-2027 (RPP2)

The Scottish Government’s second report on proposals and
policies (RPP2) for meetingits climate change targets. It sets out
how Scotland can deliverits statutory annual targets forthe
period 2013-2027 through the Climate Change (Scotland) Act
2009.

The TWS will contribute to greenhouse gas emissions reduction.

A Low Carbon EconomicStrategy
for Scotland (2010)

Sets out the Scottish Government’s plans to move towards alow
carbon economyin Scotland.

The TWS has a theme which promotes sustainable economic
developmentinrelationtotreesand woodland.

The UK Low Carbon Transition
Plan 2009

Five point plan to tackle climate change: Includes objectives for
the farmingsector, including encouraging private funding for
woodland creation.

The TWS will help todrive the expansion of woodland whilst
avoiding plantingon carbon-rich soils.

Climate Change Plan 2018 - 2032

Sets out the Scottish Government’s decarbonisation plans to
2032.

The TWS will directly support the implementation of the Plan
through delivering sustainable woodland creation and
encouraging the increased use of wood productsin
construction.

Tomorrow’s Climate, Today’s
Challenge: UK Climate Change
Programme (2006)

Sets out measures to reduce emissionsin every sector of the
economy, through a variety of different actions, including land
use management.

The TWS supports policy aimed at sustainableforest
management, and includes objectives and actions which will
lead to increased levels of carbon sequestration through tree
and woodland planting.

Climate Ready Scotland; the
Scottish Adaptation programme

Recognisesthat well-structured and diverseforests can better
withstand change and extreme events. Local authorities are
requiredtotake actions underflooding, deliver green networks,
embed adaptation considerations into land use planning
decisions. Otheractionsinclude improving the condition and
connectivity of native woodlands; promote tree health; and
creatingresilient forests.

The TWS contributes tothe Council’s requirements to
strengthen and deliver green networks, to deliveractionsto
cool the urban environmentto encourage cycling and walking.
Woodland connectivity mappingalready prepared can be used
to influencewoodland expansion priorities.

Allthese have been takenintoaccountinthe TWS.
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

2020 Route map for Renewable
Energyin Scotland (2013) and
Scottish Government Renewable
Energy Action Plan

Providesthe national strategy forthe growth of the renewable
energy generationin Scotland. Focusses onrenewableenergy
sectorand identifies key challenges and actions.

The TWS supports renewable energy development, and will
increase the availabilityof woodfuel in line with other TWS
objectives.

Agri-renewables Strategy for
Scotland 2014

Relatestothe 2020 Routemap andincludesreference to use of
farm woodlands for woodfuel.

The TWS supports the production of woodfuelin appropriate
locations.

Forestry Commission Scotland:
Climate Change Programme 2013

The programme describes climate change predictions and
explainsthe role thatforestry hasin relation to mitigating the
effects of, and adapting to, climate change.

The TWS will help with the delivery of the Forestry and Land
Scotland’s programme in the ACCarea.

Water

Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland)Act 2003

Ensuresthat all human activity that can have a harmful impacton
wateris controlled.

The TWS will comply with this Act through observance of
measuresoutlinedinthe UKFS. Opportunitiestoenhance
water quality will also be explored inthe TWS.

The Water Environment
(Controlled Activities) (Scotland)
Regulations 2018 and

The Water Environment
(Miscellaneous)(Scotland)
Regulations 2017

Appliesregulatory controls over activities which may affect
Scotland’s water environmentincluding rivers, lochs, estuaries,
coastal waters, groundwaterand GWDTEs. Integratesthe control
of pollution, abstractions, dams and engineering activitiesinthe
waterenvironment.

The TWS supports the implementation of these regulations
through the promotion of the UKFS which includes a specific
guideline on Forests and Water. Opportunities to enhance the
waterenvironment are captured inthe strategy objectives and
actions.

The Water Environment (Diffuse
Pollution) (Scotland) Regulations
2008

Controlsthe impact of diffuse pollution onthe water
environment fromrural land use activities. Relevantactivity s
the construction of forestry tracks.

Opportunities fortree and woodland plantingto reduce diffuse
pollution effects should be capturedinthe TWS objectives and
actions.

The Designation of Nitrate
VulnerableZones (Scotland)
Regulations 2014

Implements the requirements of the Nitrates Directive in
Scotland to protect waters against pollution caused by nitrates
from agricultural sources.

Parts of ACC are within the Moray, Aberdeenshire / Banffand
Buchan NVZ. The TWS will notresultin actions which
exacerbate nitrate pollution.

Flood Risk Management
(Scotland) Act 2009

Creates a frameworkin which organisationsinvolvedin flood risk
management can co-ordinate actions to deliver sustainable and
modern approaches toflood risk management.

The TWS should not create flood risks and should actively
promote sustainable flood risk management through
appropriately sited tree and woodland planting and subsequent
management.

The river basin management plan
for Scotland (2015 - 2027)

A requirement of the Water Framework Directive, setting out the
actions required within eachriverbasinto achieve set
environmental quality objectives. Thisdocumentbuilds onthe
2009 documentand setsrevised objectives.

The TWS will supportand help deliver the objectives for River
Basin Management Plans forthe area (Rivers Dee and Don)
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Name of PPS

Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

SEPA Groundwater Protection
Policy forScotland:
Environmental Policy (2003)

Aimsto provide asustainable futureforScotland’s groundwater
resources by protecting legitimate uses of groundwater.

The TWS should not adversely affect groundwater supplies.

SEPAindicative Flood Maps
(2014)

Provides mapsindicating potential flood extents.

The TWS should protect features which reduce the impact of
flooding.

SEPA Engineeringinthe Water
Environment, Good Practice
Guides

Good practice guides produced by SEPA to minimise harmto the
waterenvironment whilearange of engineering works are
undertaken.

Guidance which should be accessed during forestry worksin
close proximity to watercourses.

Soil

The Scottish Soil Framework
(2009)

Promote the sustainable management and protection of soils
consistent with the economic, social and environmental needs of
Scotland. Formally acknowledges the important services soils
provide to society; recognises that climate change and loss of
organicmatter are the most significant threatsto Scottish soils.

The TWS should promote the sustainable management of soils
and comply with UKFS guidelines with regard tosoil..

Scotland’s National Peatland Plan:
Working for our future (2015)

Highlights the importance of Scotland's peatlands. It draws
attentiontothe poor state of large areas, and proposes building
on existinginitiatives to secure theirsustainable use,
management and restoration.

The TWS will avoid negative impacts on peatlands by using
information on theirlocation foravoidance of new planting.

Nature Conservation and Biodiversity

The Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2017

Consolidates all previous amendments to the Habitat Regulations
2010. Minor amendments to reflect changesin otherrelated
legislation and rectify omissions.

The TWS should not adversely affect habitats and species
protected underthe regulations, and should contribute
positively to their conservation and enhancement.

The Conservation (Natural
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994
(as amendedin 2007)

These Regulations implement the Habitats and Wild Birds
DirectivesinScotland. The Regulations provide for the:
e designation and protection of Naturasites (SACs, SPAs);

e protection of European protected species from deliberate
harm.

With knowledge of the location of protected areas it will be
possible to avoid impacting them - specifically the River Dee
SACand proposed extension to the Ythan SPA.

Wildlifeand Countryside Act 1981
(as amended)

Gives protectionto listed species from disturbance, injury
intentional destruction orsale.

The TWS should ensure thatits objectives and outcomes lead to
protection of wildlifefrom disturbance, injury and intentional
destruction.

The Nature Conservation
(Scotland) Act 2004

Setsout a series of measures, which are designed to conserve
biodiversity. Placesageneral duty onall publicbodies to further

The TWS should ensure thatits objectives and outcomes
promote, protectand enhance biodiversity and geological
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Main requirement of PPS

Implication of the PPS on the TWS

the conservation of biodiversity and increases the protection for
SSSls.

diversity. Itshould be noted that unprotected areas are also
important.

Wildlifeand Natural Environment
(Scotland) Act 2011

Makes a range of provision about wildlifeand the natural
environment. Incorporates and amends the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 into Scottish legislation.

This Act has beentakenintoaccountin the TWS and UKFS.

Code of Practice on Deer
Management

Practical guidance for sustainable wild deer managementto
achieve the best combination of benefits forthe economy,
environment, people and communities. Includes the requirement
to manage grazingand prevent damage to ecosystemes,
encourage woodland regeneration, and providereplacement
habitats for woods which are sacrificed.

The TWS is compatible with the Code of Practice and supports
deermanagementand the regeneration and protection of
youngwoodlands.

Protection of Badgers Act 1992
(as amended)

Provides badgers with statutory protection from taking, injury or
killing, cruelty orinterfering with badger setts

TWS should ensure thatits implementation will not affect
badgers and theirsetts.

UK Biodiversity Action Plan

Describesthe UK biological resource, threats and opportunities
for biodiversity, and presents national targets foraction.

Biodiversityistakenintoaccountinthe TWS in Theme 5 and
will take full account of UKFS Guidelines on Biodiversity.

Scotland’s Biodiversity Strategy
(SBS) part1:
Scottish Biodiversity It’sin Your
Hands (2004)

Aimsto conserve biodiversity forthe health,enjoymentand

wellbeing of the people of Scotland. Aims to haltand reverse the

decline of species and habitats. Recognises the value of

biodiversity to humans.

It setsout a vision forthe future health of Scotland’s biodiversity

to 2030. It highlightsthe needto:

e |ook at the bigger picture: reconnecting and extending habitats
and reducingbarriers;

e thinkinterms of landscapes and ecosystems delivered through
strategicplanning;and

e encourage more engagement with people in biodiversity
conservation.

The TWS needsto:

e ensure the protection and conservation of biodiversity;

e to assistinreversingthe decline ofimportant species and
habitats; and

e to maximise habitat linkage in both urban and rural areas and
minimise further fragmentation.

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy
(SBS) Part 2:

2020 Challenge forScotland’s
Biodiversity: A Strategy for the
Conservation and Enhancement
of Biodiversity in Scotland (2013)

2020 Challenge provides greater detail and updates the 2004
document. Its sets out Scotland's response to the Aichi Targets
(2010) set by the United Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity (2010) and the European Union's Biodiversity Strategy
for 2020 (2011). These call for a step change in effortsto halt the

The TWS takes account of the SBS at a local level in enhancing
biodiversity through appropriate woodland plantingand
avoiding negativeimpacts on habitats and species.
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Main requirement of PPS
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loss of biodiversity and to restore the essential services thata
healthy natural environment provides.

Scotland’s Biodiversity: aroute
map to 2020 (2015)

Setsout 6 stepsto delivering benefits for biodiversity onthe
ground. Priorities are:

e peatland, native woodland and freshwater restoration;
e economicandsocial benefits from natural capital;

e developinganatural healthservice;

e good conditionforprotected areas;

e conservation of priority species; and,

e improvingecological connection.

The TWS has the potential to deliver on many of the priorities
and has been guided by the route map.

Deer (Scotland) Act 1996

Providesregulatory powers and arrangements for deer
managementin Scotland.

The TWS will need to take account of deer managementin
relation towoodland and forest plantingand management.

Forests and woodlands

The UK Forestry Standard
UKFS and associated guidelines
on:

e Biodiversity

e Climate Change

e HistoricEnvironment

e Llandscape

e People

e Soil

e Water

Outlinesthe contextforforestry, sets out the approach of the UK
governments to sustainable forest management, defines
standards and requirements, and provides a basis forregulation
and monitoring—including national and international reporting.
It sets out requirements forforestry in relation to biodiversity,
climate change, historicenvironment, landscape, people, soil and
water.

The UKFS provides aframework of recommended
environmental best practice within which the forestry actions
carried out underthe TWS will operate.

The Right Tree in the Right Place
(2010)

This Scottish Government guidance provides advice to planning
authorities on planning forforestry and woodlands and supports
Scottish Ministers’ desireto see asignificantexpansionin
woodland cover, delivering multiple benefits to society. This
guidance was issued by Forestry Commission Scotland and was
preparedin close co-operation with the Directorate forthe Built
Environment, Scottish Natural Heritage and others. Itinforms the
preparation of development plans and may be a material
considerationin planning decisions.

The Right Tree inthe Right Place (2010) provides best practice
guidance and a nationally accepted framework forthe
preparation of the TWS and a key means of achieving
consistency of approach with otherlocal authority tree and
woodland strategies.
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Part 3 of this guidance replaces Circular 9/1999 on Indicative
Forestry Strategies (IFSs)

Rationale for Woodland
Expansion (2009)

Explainsthe rationale for the expansion of woodland coverage in
Scotland

The TWS has taken due account of the SG’s rationale for the
expansion of woodland coverin Scotland and the TWS’s own
proposalsreflect thisrationaleatlocal level.

Scottish Government’s Policy on
Control of Woodland Removal

Provides policy direction for decisions on permanent woodland
removal in Scotland and requirements for compensatory planting

Opportunity forthe TWS to incorporate astrong commitment
to recognition and compliance with the Scottish Government’s
Policy on Control of Woodland Removal as part of Aberdeen
City Council’s planning and development decision making
process.

National Survey of Native
Woodlandsin Scotland

National levelsurvey with analysis at local authority level
providinginformation on current coverage and categorisation of
the existing native woodland resource.

Scottish Ancient Woodland
Inventory

Identifies woodland of thatis currently wooded and has been
continually wooded, atleastsince 1750. Thereis a strong
presumption against removing ancient semi-natural woodland or
plantations on ancient woodland sites, amongst other types of
woodland.

The inventoryis now an old datasetand notreadily applicable
to Aberdeen City as the majority of ancient woodland identified
inthe 1750 and subsequent Roy Maps are now superseded by
builtup areas.

Landscape

SNH Landscape Policy Framework:
Policy StatementNo 5/01

Setsout indetail SNH’s approach to Scotland’s landscapes. Sets
out the importance and value of Scotland’s landscapes; the need
for shared responsibility for managing landscapes; an ‘all
landscapes’ approach; promotes greater care of landscapesand a
landscape characterapproach and special landscapes; recognises
landscape change and the need to monitorit.

The TWS will need to recognise the importance of trees and
woodlandsinthe landscape, as key features and characteristics,
and the potential forsignificant landscape change from
woodland expansion. The strategy should incorporate reference
to consideration of designated landscapes and landscape
character. The strategy should recognise the importance of
treesand woodlandsto people.

Cultural Heritage, Design and Rege

neration

Our PlaceinTime: The Historic
Environment Strategy for
Scotland (2014)

Setsout Scotland’s vision of how our historicenvironment can be
understood, valued, cared for, protected and make astrong
contribution to the wellbeing of the nationandits people.

The TWS should reflect, and help to deliver, the strategy vision
and objectives. It will avoid adverse impacts on historicand
archaeological sites and features by following the UKFS section
on Forests and the HistoricEnvironment

HES Policy Statement (2016)

Overarching policy statement forthe historicenvironment,
coveringall types of designations and consents; it provides a

The TWS shouldreflect, and help to deliver, the vision
statementsinthe Policy by helping to manage the historic
environmentin asustainable way. The importance of trees as
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framework to complement the Scottish Planning Policy series and
otherrelevant policy documents.

key characteristicsin designed landscapes and conservation
areas is particularly relevant to the TWS.

The Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1997

Prescribesthe approach to be takenin planningforlisted
buildings, conservation areas and designed landscapes and
gardens.

The TWS should ensure that listed buildings, conservation areas
and designed landscapes and gardens are notadversely
affected by new woodland ortree plantingand should include
policesto encourage appropriate tree and woodland planting
which enhances these areas.

Designing Places: A Policy
Statement for Scotland (2009)
Designing Streets: A Policy
Statement for Scotland (2010)

National policy statement on urban design and place-makingin
Scotland, with the aim of raising standards of urban and rural
development. Sets out the qualities of successful places and
strategiestoachieve good design.

The TWS sets outhow it willimprove the protection and
planting of treesand woodlandsinrelationtonew
development.

Scottish Executive (2006) People
and Place: Regeneration Policy
Statement

Sets out a forward-looking strategicframework and priorities for
regenerationin Scotland encouraging proactiveand integrated
approaches.

The TWS takes account of changing regeneration activityin
Aberdeen and promote the role of treesand woodlandsin
initiatives.

Scottish Government: Green
Infrastructure, Design and
Placemaking(2011)

Provides advice onincorporating principles and elements of
greeninfrastructure into the design of new and existing
developments.

The TWS promotes the appropriate planting and protection of
trees and woodlands as key elements of green infrastructure as
part of open space and regeneration projects.

Population and Health

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003
and 2016

Establishes statutory publicrights of accessto land for
recreational and other purposes. Local authorityisrequiredto
draw up a Core Paths Planand review itwhen appropriate.

The TWS objectives mustlead to protection and enhancement
of Core Paths and encourage access to land for recreational
purposes.

Scottish Outdoor Access Code

Defines the right of responsible access to Scotland’s outdoors.

The TWS supports and enhances opportunities foraccesstothe
outdoors.

Making the Links: Greenspace for
a more successful and sustainable
Scotland’ (2009)

Setsout the key actions that are needed to ensure that
greenspace delivers for people, communities and places across
the whole of urban Scotland.

The TWS takes account of the actions required to deliver quality
greenspace to shape betterplacesandincrease quality of life
for those working, livingin and visiting area.

Let’s Make Scotland More Active:
A Strategy for Physical Activity
(2003)

Aimsto increase and maintain the proportion of physically active
peopleinScotland setting out targets to 2022.

The TWS helps deliverthe strategy aims and makes clearthe
links between increased woodland coverand physical activity.

Community Empowerment Act
2015

Provides aframework toincrease community empowerment and
engagement. Targets regeneration and community participation.

The TWS seeksto engage communitiesintheirenvironment.
Community regeneration opportunities whichinclude tree and
woodland elements should be promoted. Urban orchards.
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Equalities Act 2010

Sets out a framework which prevents individuals from unfair
treatmentand promotesa more equal society.

The TWS should build the needs of people with protected
characteristicsintoits strategicactions and aim forequal access
across the city to trees and wooded areas.

Disability Discrimination Acts
1995 & 2005

Ensures that discrimination law covers all the activities of the
publicsector; and requires publicbodies to promote equality of
opportunity fordisabled people.

The TWS should build the needs of disabled personsintoits
strategicactions and make provisionforequal accesstotrees
and wooded areas.

Review of PublicHealthin
Scotland — Scottish Government
(2015)

Examinesthe role of publichealth systems and their contribution
to improving health and reducing health inequalities. Identifies
environmental factors as a key determinant to health.

The TWS will reflect the findings by setting objectives for
improving human health and wellbeing by providing well-treed
placeswhich supportand encourage healthylifestylesand help
to reduce pollution.

Equally Well

A publichealth strategy for Scotland with afocus on health
inequalities. Akey principle is reducing people's exposureto
factors inthe physical and social environment that cause stress,
are damagingto healthand wellbeingand lead to health
inequalities.

The TWS takes cognisance of this strategy.

Good Places Better Health 2008

The Scottish Government's strategy on health and the
environment. The approach recognises that the physical
environment has a significantimpact on the health of Scotland's
childrenandthataction isrequired to create health-nurturing
environments foreveryone.

The TWS will reflect the objectives by helpingtoimprove
human health and wellbeing by providing well-treed places
which supportand encourage healthy life stylesand help to
reduce pollution. The TWS can contribute to this strategy by
leadingto better protection of the natural environment for the
benefit of future generations.

Creating Places—a policy
statement on architecture and
place for Scotland (2013)

Sets out the comprehensive valuegood design can deliver. The
document containsanaction plan that sets out the work that will
be taken forward to achieve positivechange.

The TWS shouldinclude good design as an objective and
recognise the importance of well-designed tree and woodland
plantinginthe urbanand rural environment.

Noise

Noise Regulations (Scotland) 2006

Requiresthe preparation of noise maps andaction plans
includingair, road and rail trafficnoise. Noise maps are available
for Aberdeen.

The TWS can help toreduce noise by increasing the use of tree
and woodland planting for noise diffusion and deflection. The
TWS couldidentify priorities based on noise maps. (? —CP)

Food and Agriculture

Scottish Rural Development
Programme (2014 — 2020)
SRDP

The key purpose of the SRDP is to help achieve sustainable
economicgrowthinScotland’s rural areas. Its prioritiesinclude
protecting and improvingthe natural environmentand
supportingagricultural and forestry businesses.

The TWS should support sustainable food production and
forestryindustry. Itshould address any conflicts between
forestry, woodland and agricultural objectives.
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National Planning Advice & Guidance

PAN 60: Planningfor Natural
Heritage

Provides advice on how developmentand the planning system
can contribute to the conservation, enhancement, enjoyment
and understanding of Scotland's natural environment.

The TWS should contribute to the conservation, enhancement,
enjoyment and understanding of the natural environment.

PAN 61: Planning & Sustainable
Urban Drainage Systems

Describes how the planning system has a central role in
implementing SUDS as part of the development process.

The TWS should considerthe role of treesand woodlandsin
enhancingthe function of SuDS.

PAN 65: Planningand Open Space

Provides advice on protecting existing open spaces and providing
high quality new spaces; sets out how local authorities can
prepare open space strategies and provides examples of good
practice.

The TWS should contribute to the quality and function of open
space throughintroduction of trees and woodlandsin
appropriate locations.

PAN 69: Flood Risk
(superseded by onlineplanning
advice)

States that natural and man-made features which help reduce
the impact of flooding or flood risk should be identified and
protected from development. Referto SEPA website.

Floodingandthe role of tree and woodland plantinginthe
prevention of floodingis considered inthe TWS.

PAN 75: Transport and Planning

Provides good practice guidance which creates greater
awareness of how linkages between planning and transport can
be managed.

The TWS should help toimprove the quality of routes used for
active travel. Asystemisin place which brings together the
timberindustry and local authorities to address timber
transportissues (Timber Transport Forum Regional Groups).

PAN 76: New Residential Streets.

Aims at creating attractive, safe residential environments, which
reflectthe needs of people, ratherthan cars.

The TWS will contribute to the high standard design of streets
by encouraging urban tree protection, managementand
planting

PAN 77: Designingsaferplaces

Highlights the positive role that planning can playin helpingto
create attractive, well-managed environments which help to
discourage antisocial and criminal behaviour.

The TWS should help to deliver safe spacesfor people.

PAN 78: Inclusive Design

Seekstodeliverhigh standards of design in development and
redevelopment projects; and widens the user group thatan
environmentis designed for.

The TWS should promote high standard and the use of trees
and woodlands as a key part of design of new developments.

PAN 83: Masterplanning

Encourages the design of high quality, sustainable environments
and engagement of communities by applying agreed design
principles. Itincludesidentifying sensitiveareas and site
vegetation and designingin provision for open space.

The TWS will assist the masterplanning process by identifying
principlesfor protection and enhancement of trees and
woodlands on developmentsites.

Woody Biomass: Planning Advice
Scottish Government

Sets out guidance on woody biomass energy plantapplications,
to deliveronrenewable heat targetsand to provide local
economicand fuel security benefits. Recognises the difficulties
associated with woodfuel supplies and transportimplications.

The TWS will assist to secure local woodfuel supplies to support
woody biomass energy proposals. Formal and informal Duthie
Park heatinginitiatives already exist and could be expanded.
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Scottish Government Online
Renewables Advice (Replaces PAN
45) (2011-2013)

Planning advice on different types of renewable technologiesis
e.g.windturbines, hydro schemes, energy from waste and
photovoltaic.

The TWS will seek to support renewable energy technologies as
they relate tothe woodland environment.

REGIONAL

Cross sectoral

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic
DevelopmentPlan (2014)

Setsout a 5 yearlife planidentifying actions to be undertaken
towards the longerterm economicambitions for Aberdeen City
and Shire

The TWS should supportthe vision and spatial strategy of the
Strategic Development Plan and should supportits objectives of
a high quality environment.

Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan 2017

Guides developmentin Aberdeenshire Includes policies and
supplementary guidance forthe protection and enhancement of

trees, forests and woodlands, and related topics of landscape and

greenbelt.

Cross boundary initiatives exist and will be exploredin the
future.

Regional EconomicStrategy -
Securingthe future of the north
easteconomy (2015)

A planforinvestmentin economicdevelopment up to 2035.
Includes reference to a City Region Deal for UK Government
funding. Key sectors are oil and gas, food, drink and primary
industries tourismand lifesciences. The visionincludes a
statement: ‘We will capitalise on our natural heritage and quality
of life and broaden oureconomicbase by growing and
developing ourfood and drink, agriculture and fishing, tourism,
life sciences, business, financial and professional services,
creative industriesand new energy technologies.’

The TWS should support sustainable economicgrowth by
enhancingthe city’senvironmentto supportinward investment
including providing attractive places fortourism. The TWS
supportsand enhances the economicrole of woodlands.

NESTRANS Regional Transport
Strategy (RTS), 2013-2035 (2008)
2013 RTS Refresh

Sets out the transport challenges facing Aberdeen City and Shire
and how they might be addressed.

The TWS could contribute by meeting the RTS to encourage
tree plantingalong cycle and walking routes which makes them
more attractive to users.

Sustainable Development
Strategy for NHS Scotland
(2009)

Recognises the value of a positive natural environment to mental
and physical health. Includes afocus on greenspacesand
biodiversity and refers to appropriate landscaping and planting.

The TWS should be compatible with the aims of the strategy
and could engage with NHS Scotland to encourage projectsin
Aberdeen.

Regional Tourism Strategy
Building on our Strengths 2013
Aberdeen City and Shire Tourism
Partnership

Strategy for 2013 —2020. Recognisesthe economicimportance
of tourismto the region. Outcomes are identified for golf; nature
and heritage.

The TWS will help to maintain and enhance natural heritage
and cultural sites which provide attractions.

Aberdeenshire Land Use Strategy
Pilot

Exploredintegrated rural land use in Aberdeenshire using and
ecosystems approach.

The TWS promotesintegrated rural land use and enhances the
services the environment provides to society.
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Water
North East Flood Risk Coordinatesthe efforts of all organisations that tackle flooding The TWS supports flood management and helpingto slow run-
Management Strategy and identifies where the risk of flooding and benefits of off and the effects of flooding on people, property and the

investment would be greatest.

environment, forexample by restoring natural environments.

North East Flood Risk
Management Plan 2016

A planto implementthe Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act
2009 and the prioritiesidentified in the NE Flood Risk
Management Strategy. This Plan presents actions to avoid and
reduce the risk of flooding and protect our communities within
these Potentially Vulnerable Areas (PVAs) and across the Local
[Flood Management] Plan District. There are five PVAsin
Aberdeen.

The TWS supports flood management by avoiding impacts of
features which assist with flood management and helpingto
reduce run-off and the effects of flooding on people, property
and the environment, for example by restoring natural
environments.

Nature Conservation

North East Biodiversity
Partnership Action Plan 2014-17

Ensuresthe protection and enhancement of biodiversity in the
north east through the development of effective, local, working
partnerships. Ensures that national targets forspeciesand
habitats, as specified in the UK Action Plan, are translated into
effectivelocal action. Sets out three objectives: toraise
awareness about biodiversity and the need foraction; to work
with partnersto deliveractions; and to promote co-ordination
between organisations, communities and partners.

The TWS, with careful planning, will promote and protect
biodiversity. It should avoid loss or fragmentation of important
habitats such as heathland and speciesrich grassland and
should positively contribute to enhancing habitats for protected
speciesinandaround Aberdeen. It will help to deliveractions
for priority woodland habitats.

River Dee Catchment
ManagementPlan

Recordsthe current state of the Dee catchment, including water
guality, the type and extent of habitats and speciesin the
catchment, and importantland management activities. Identifies
keyissuesand puts forward potential solutions through aseries
of actions.

The TWS will contribute to delivering the actions proposedin
the Catchment Management Plan.

Scottish Strategy for Red Squirrel
Conservation (2015)

Provides an overviewof currentand future priorities and
recognises the importance of individuals and communities to the
conservation of red squirrels.

The TWS will enhance the red squirrel populationinthe area
throughthe measuresincludedinthis strategy and the
continued implementation of the ACC policy on grey squirrel
removal.

Forest Habitat Networks Scotland
(Grampian) Report

Identifies key woodland and heathland habitatsin the region to
enable anetwork analysisto be undertaken and identify priority
areas forthe restoration and expansion of woodland.

Thisdocument was usedinthe spatial mappingexercise inthe
TWS and will ensure that plantingis directed to areas where
benefits will be maximised.
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Trees and Forestry

Forestry Commission Scotland:
Moray & Aberdeenshire Strategic
Plan 2014-2017

Setsout the role and strategic direction forthe National Forest
Estatein the region. Includesavision for well-managed and
sustainably managed land and forestsi so they meetsocial,
recreational and conservation aspirations, contributeto the local
economy through tourism, renewables and timber production,
and integrate wellwith surrounding land uses. Objectives for
healthy, productive, treasured, accessible, cared for forests which
provide goodvalue.

The TWS will take cognisance and seek compatibility with the
vision, objectives and actions of this Strategic Plan.

Forestand Woodland Strategy for
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen
(2005)

The Strategy provides aframework forwoodland development
and management.

The TWS isa replacement for this strategy for Aberdeen City.

Aberdeenshire Forestry and
Woodland Strategy 2016

Definesavisionand objectives for expansion and management of
Aberdeenshire forests and woodlands, themed around: Climate
change and tree heath; Timberand business development;
Communities, development access and health; and Environment,
landscape and historicassets.

Aberdeenshire’s boundary abuts the ACCboundary and many
woodlands spanthe 2 regions. The TWS has been writtenin full
knowledge of the Aberdeenshire strategy. Opportunities for
cross-boundary woodland connectivity have informed the TWS.

Landscape

Aberdeenshire Special Landscape
Areas Supplementary Guidance
(2017)

Identifies Special Landscape Areas (SLAs), which are a local
landscape designation placed on an areathat exhibits particular
qualities and characteristics that are valued locally and includes
statements of importance foreach area. The sites are protected
inthe local development plan.

The TWS will consider the SLAs adjoining Aberdeen and
promote collaborationinadjoiningareas where appropriateto
the character of the SLA.

LOCAL

Aberdeen Local Development Plan
2017

Guidesdevelopmentin Aberdeen and sets out a framework for
sustainable economicgrowth. Includes allocations of land for
development and ‘constraints’ which include protected sites.
Includes policies and supplementary guidance for the protection
and enhancement of trees and woodlands.

The TWS will helptodeliverthe LDP policies, and will provide
updated supplementary guidance on trees, woodlands and
developmenttoseektoreduce theirlosses.

Aberdeen Local Housing Strategy
2012-2017

Providesthe strategicdirection to tackle housing need and
demandtoinform future investmentin housingand related
services across the local authority area.

The TWS complements the delivery of Aberdeen LHS and
encouragesthe use of tree plantingto enhance new and
existinghousingareas.
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Aberdeen City Local Transport
Strategy 2016- 2021

Setsout the policies andinterventions adopted by ACCto guide
the planning and improvement of the local transport network
overthe nextfive years.

The TWS will contribute toimproved air quality and enhance
active travel routes.

Aberdeen City Air Quality Action
Plan

To reduce nitrogen dioxide within the Air Quality Management
Area (AQMA) in Aberdeen City Centre, and particulates (PMy,)
through short, medium andlongterminfrastructure and other
projects. The plan notes that the control of biomassinstallations
isessential to prevent further deteriorationin air quality. Tree
plantingis noted asa measure to address air quality.

The TWS will contribute to deliveringthe actions proposedin
the Action Plan and make clearreference tothe air quality
benefitsfromincreased tree and woodland coverin the city.
The potential effects of biomass installations will need to be
reflectedinthe TWS objectives.

Aberdeen Noise Maps and Noise
Action Plan 2014

Maps identify areasinthe city affected by noise. Recognises the
value of urban green spacesin managing noise. Noise mitigation
measures focus on reducing trafficflows.

The TWS should contribute to the management of noise by the
introduction of additionaltree cover. This could be focused on
noise managementareas.

Aberdeen City Deer Management
Plan

Sets out the legislative requirements for deer managementin
Aberdeen and describes ACC’s approach. Proposes a
collaborative approach to deer management which willresult
sustainable deernumbers.

The TWS will need to take account of deer managementand
integrate its woodland planting and on-going management
activities with the City’s deer management plan..

Forestry Commission Scotland
Management Plans: Aberdeen
Woods and Dyce Woods

Details how FCS will manage these woodlands forsocial,
economicand environmental benefits. The plansinclude
objectives fortimber harvesting, recreational use, creation of
diverse habitats and managementregimes to benefitred
squirrels.

The TWS is compatible with the FCS management plans.

Powering Aberdeen—Aberdeen’s
Sustainable Energy Action Plan
2016

Plan for Aberdeentoincrease energy efficiency and move
towards greater use of renewableenergy. Sets targets for
reducing carbon emissions. Briefly notes the role of plantsand
soilsinsequestering emissions.

The TWS will help to support some renewable energy objectives
(local biomass), reduced energy usage in buildings and active
travel. Additional tree and woodland planting will help to
sequester carbon dioxide emissions. There could be conflicting
objectives forair quality.

ACCNature Conservation Strategy

Aimsto conserve Aberdeen City's natural heritage for the benefit
of biodiversity, citizens and visitors, for currentand future
generations.

The TWS will helpto deliverthe aims of the strategy aslongas
there isinteraction between the groups managingthe projects.

Open Space Auditand Strategy
2011-2016

Setsout a strategicvision, aims and objectives foropen spacein
Aberdeen. Its main purpose is to ensure the city has enough
accessible and good quality open space. The Strategyis based on
the findings of the Aberdeen Open Space Audit 2010.

Ensure that the TWS incorporates the findings of the auditand
supports the aims of the strategy.
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Aberdeen City Core Paths Plan

Providesthe basicframework of paths to meet communities'
needs while minimizing any potential conflict with land
management.

The TWS supports the aims of the Core Paths Planand
encourages use and enjoyment of these routes through tree
and woodland protection and planting.

Aberdeen Landscape Strategy
(2002) and updated strategy due
2018

Sets out the landscape planning approach forthe city’s
landscapes identifying prime landscape areas of importance to
the setting of the city. Builds on the Landscape Character
Assessment (1996)

The TWS will help to deliverthe aims and objectives of the
strategy and any subsequentlandscape assessment documents.

Landscape Character Assessment
(LCA) of Aberdeen (1996)

Classifiesthe rural landscapes of Aberdeen into areas of distinct
character. ldentifiessensitivity to arange of landscape change
drivers, includingwoodland and forestry expansion.

The LCA was takeninto account inthe writing of the TWS.

Landscape Character Assessment
of Aberdeen (currently draft).
Coastal Character Assessment of
Aberdeen (currently draft)
Aberdeen Peri- Urban Landscape
Study (currently draft)

A refreshed version of the 1996 Landscape Character Assessment
with additional detail provided forthe coast and for peri-urban
areas. Guidelines for maintaining, protecting and enhancing
landscape distinctiveness include guidance on appropriate
woodland expansion.

The TWS should ensure thatlandscape character, and the
emerging guidelines within the suite of documents, are
delivered by the strategy. Itshould promote best practicein
woodland design and management to maintain local
distinctiveness.

City Centre Masterplan & other
masterplans

A planfor regeneration of the city centre whilst conservingits
heritage. Includes objectives for publicspaces, reducing car
usage. It proposes 1,000 new trees to be planted. Other
masterplans exist for Local Development Plan Opportunity Sites

The TWS supportsand guides the aims of masterplans, ensuring
that trees and woodlands are retained and protected where
appropriate. The TWS should guide future masterplans to
improve protection and provision fortrees and woodlands.

Aberdeen Local Outcome
Improvement Plan and Locality
Plans

Implements the duty to develop acommunity planforthe social,
economicand environmental well-being of the city. Recognises
the importance of the environment, including green spaces, for
health and developingresilience to the effects of climate change.

The TWS should supportthe objectives forcommunity
wellbeing and resilience to climate change.
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