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FOREWORD

Aberdeen is a beautiful green city. It has many awarding winning parks and green spaces and has an incredible
mixture of tree lined streets, tree planted green spaces and woodland.

Aberdeen has many residents, schools, community partnerships and businesses who care about their local
green spaces and the trees within these spaces.

This Trees and Woodland Strategic Implementation Plan sets out the vision, strategic priorities and an action
plan for the future stewardship and expansion of Aberdeen’s trees and woodland. It provides a long-term
framework to ensure that their qualities are recognised, properly valued, protected and permanently
enshrined in the environmental fabric of the City.

The Tree and Woodland Strategic Implementation Plan focuses strongly on implementation and helping to
deliver against the City Council’s environmental strategies notably Goal 7 of Aberdeen Adapts.

The Tree and Woodland Strategic Implementation Plan has been named The Granite City Forest Granite City
Forest comprises the trees and woodland within the Aberdeen City administrative boundary; an ambitious
vision has been adopted to deliver additional benefits to the forest in a strategic manner as follows:

“By 2070, Aberdeen City will have more trees and woodlands, sustainably managed and better integrated
with the City’s other land uses. These will provide a more resilient, adaptable resource with greater natural
capital value that supports the local economy, an enhanced environment and healthy communities across
the City.”

To support the delivery of this vison four strategic priorities have been identified:

1 Promoting the role of our trees and woodlands in mitigating and adapting to climate change.
2 Expanding and enhancing the Granite City Forest.

3 Protecting our trees and woodlands including their biodiversity.

4 Contributing to the City’s green infrastructure and the well-being of our people.

To ensure that the Tree and Woodland Strategic Implementation Planis relevant and appropriate it has been
updated according to comments received from the public and statutory consultees.

Delivery of the Tree and Woodland Strategic Implementation Plan will help to address the climate change and
biodiversity loss crises through sustainable management and enhancement of the natural environment.

The most exciting aspect about this document is that itis about positive action with multiple benefits for the
residents and visitors of Aberdeen.

Councillor Miranda Radley
Convener, Operational Delivery Committee

Councillor lan Yuill
Vice Convener, Operational Delivery Committee -
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“We are in the
midst of a
climate
emergency and
planting trees is
vital if we are
to tackle that
emergency
head on.”

Nicola Sturgeon

First Minister,
Scottish Government
June 2019

Introduction and Background

The trees and woodlands inand around our cities havea vital roletoplayin
promoting sustainable communities and provide numerous environmental, economic
andsocial benefits and contribute enormously to the physical health and mental well-
being of everyone who lives and works in urban environments. In essence, urban
trees and woodland make places work, look and feel better.

As concerns grow about the quality of the urban environment in many towns and
cities throughoutthe world, so does the importance of protecting and expanding
our urban green networks includingtrees and woodland and enhancingtheir
contribution to combatting the effects of climatechange.

Aberdeen, the Granite City, is Scotland’s third most populated city with a
population of justunder 229,000 inhabitants. Itis essential to ensurethat future
proposals for managing and expanding Aberdeen City’s tree and woodland resource
(the Granite City Forest) integrate in a positive way with other land uses, the city’s
landscapes, natural heritageand builtenvironment thereby increasingits overall
valueto the City.

Inthe specific context of its contribution to combatting climate change, the Granite
City Forest has a vital roleto playin contributing to the City’s wider climate change
resilienceagenda. Every year its trees and woodlands intercept millions of litres of
water, remove thousands of tonnes of airborne pollutantsand removeor store
thousands of tonnes of carbon from the atmosphere.

This Treesand Woodland Strategic Implementation Plan (TWSIP) sets out the
vision, strategicpriorities and an action plan for the future stewardship and
expansion of the Granite City Forest. Itprovides a long-term framework for
ensuringthattheir qualities are measurable, recognised, properly valued,
protected and permanently enshrined inthe environmental fabric of the City.

The TWSIP focuses strongly onimplementation and helpingto deliver againstthe
City Council’s other environmental strategies notably Goal 7 of Aberdeen Adapts
andthe ACC Open SpaceStrategy amongstothers.
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Legislative and Planning Context

This section of the TWSIP summarises theregulatory, planning, policy and strategic context
for the sustainable managementof trees and woodland atboth national andregional levels
and their relevanceto the TWSIP.

At the national level, forestryin Scotland is governed and regulated under the Scottish
Government’s Forestryand Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018.

The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 determines the future structure of the planning systemin
Scotland. Section 53 of the Act, inserted a new section (A159) into the Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 which places a duty on all planning authorities to prepare a
forestry and woodland strategy which sets out the planningauthority’s policies and
proposalsonthe development of forestry and woodlands. Of particularimportanceis the
expansion of woodlands providing multiple benefits to the physical, cultural economic, social
and environmental characteristics of the area.

Right Tree inthe RightPlace: Planningfor Forestry and Woodlands - additional guidance for
local authorities on planning for forestry and woodlands and contains advice on preparing
forestry and woodland strategies.

Scotland's Forestry Strategy 2019-2029 - provides the national frameworkand a 50-year
vision for the expansion and sustainable management of Scotland’s forests and woodland.

Policy on Control of Woodland Removal (2009) -a key element of Scottish Government
regulatory control for trees and woodland with directrelevanceto the TWSIP setting out the
policy direction for decisions on woodland removal in Scotland and subsequent
compensatory planting which mustbe taken into accountwhen preparing development
plans and determining planning applications.

Aberdeen Local Development Plan 2017 —outlines atthe local level the protection afforded
to tree and woodland cover “there is a presumption againstall activitiesand development
that will resultin theloss of, or damage to, trees and woodlands that contributeto nature
conservation, landscape character, local amenity or climate changeadaptationand
mitigation.” Policy NE5 (Trees and Woodland)

Aberdeen Adapts - the City’s climate changeadaption strategy to enable Aberdeen to
become more resilientto the impacts of climatechangesuch as extreme weather. Goal 7
(Healthy Trees and Woodlands) is particularly relevantand states thatadaption will be
undertaken by expandingtree coverage, planninggreen corridors, identifyingand prioritising
a diverseselection of trees and by maintaining healthy streettrees to reduce floodriskin
urbanareas.

UN Sustainable Development Goals - relevantto delivering SDG 15 (Life on Land) butitis
alsorelevanttoSDG 3,11, 12and 13.

The TWSIP also cross cuts with the objectives of ACC strategies and Plans including:

e Nature Conservation Strategy

e Aberdeen Open Space Strategy

e Aberdeen City Deer Management Plan

e Open Space Strategy

e landscapeCharacter Assessmentand Landscape Strategy
e North East Scotland Biodiversity Action Plan

e GraniteCity Growing: Aberdeen Growing Food Together

The UK Forestry Standard (2017) sets out the criteria and standards for the sustainable
management of forests and woodlands inthe UK andits accompanying guidelines thatset
the benchmark for sustainableforestry practiceatnationaland local levels.
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About the Granite City Forest

The GraniteCity Forest is anintegral element of the City’s “natural capital”
comprisingthetrees and woodlands within the Aberdeen City administrative
boundary.

There areapproximately 2,410 hectares of woodland distributed across Aberdeen
City, representing 13% of its total land area of 18,830 hectares.

Expansion of The Granite City Forest

Between 1988 and 2017 some 300 hectares of new woodland were planted across
Aberdeen City of which approximately 40% was carried out by the City Council,
includingits “Tree for Every Citizen” woodland creation projectin 2010. This project
comprised the plantingof 13 sites of mixed conifer and broadleaved planting
distributed across the City and totalled a net planted area of some 84 hectares with
over 200,000 trees planted.

Granite City Forest - Key Features

2,410 ha of woodland (greater than 0.1ha insize) - 13% of ACC’s total land area of 18,830 hectares. By
comparison, Scotland’s woodland cover is 18% of national cover.

Area (ha)

Widely scattered mosaic of large and smaller scale woodlands, copses and other groups of trees,
characterised by a small number of relatively large woodlands.

Composition Large blocks mainly comprising commercial conifer plantations, other woodland cover being mixed
conifer and broadleaved woodland (8%) and the balance of 37% of predominantly broadleaves.

There arean estimated 115,000 individual street, parkand garden and civic trees across the City

Distribution

Individual
Trees

Unbalanced, characterised by the predominance of mature woodland (about85%) and over 10% over
mature. This has significantimplications for future forest management at strategic and local levels;
concerted action will be needed over the short to medium term to bringthe woodland into a more
sustainableand resilientage balance.

Age Ranges

Spruce, larch and Scots pineare the dominantspecies in conifer plantations, while broadleaved
woodlandis mainlyash, sycamore, beech, alder, rowan and oak.

Key Species

Native woodlands accountfor 514 hectares* - 22% of the total woodland area. Approximately 19% of
this area is conifer woodlandwith 81% comprising mainly upland birchwoods and areas of lowland
mixed deciduous woodland, upland mixed ash and upland oakwoods.

NERLYS
woodland

Woodland ownershipis fragmented for the majority of smaller woodlands but dominated by the
National Forest Estate (managed by Forestry and Land Scotland) and ACC who together own 35% and
16% of the total tree and woodland resourcerespectively. Ownership of the remaining woodlands
comprises privateindividualsand estates, business and educational establishments and publicsector
bodies such as NHS Grampian.

Ownership

*2014 Native Woodland Survey forScotland
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Aberdeen Adapts
Goal 7 — Healthy
Trees and Woodlands

“Monitoring,
management and
strategic plans for
Aberdeen’s trees and
woodlands have made
sure tree health is
maintained and growth
is protected. Expanding
city tree coverage, with
the right tree in the right
place, has helped to
keep Aberdeen resilient
and liveable.”

Vision and Strategic Priorities

Given that the productivelifespan of mosttrees in Scotland generally ranges from
30-150years, a long-term approach has been taken in this TWSIP to manage and
expand the Granite City Forestin order to meet the needs of Aberdeen’s people,
place and prosperity over the next 50 years.

Accordingly, an ambitious vision has been adopted - closely reflecting that for
Scotland as a whole- that will driveaction to deliver morefrom the Granite City
Forest so that:

“By 2070, Aberdeen City will have more trees and woodlands, sustainably
managed and better integrated with the City’s other land uses. These will provide
a more resilient, adaptable resource with greater natural capital value that
supports the local economy, an enhanced environment and healthy communities
across the City.”

Delivery of the TWSIP will help toaddress theclimate changeand biodiversity loss
crises through sustainable management of the natural environment.

Strategic Priorities
To supportthe delivery of this vison four strategic priorities have been identified:

1 Promoting the role of our trees and woodlands in
mitigating and adapting to climate change.

2 Expanding and enhancing the Granite City Forest.

3 Protectingourtreesand woodlands including their
biodiversity.

4 Contributingtothe City’s greeninfrastructure andthe
well-being of our people.

The vision and strategic priorities strongly accord with Goal 7 of ACC’s Aberdeen
Adapts.

Sections 5 and 6 of this TWSIP set out the actions proposed to implement these
strategic prioritiesand all actionsare underpinned by the principles of sustainable
forest management as set out inthe UK Forestry Standard.
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Aberdeen Adapts
Goal 7 — Action
Areas

2.9 Encourage tree health
surveillance and the
sustainable management
of city trees and
woodlands.

2.10 Expand city tree
coverage, with resilient
species selection at
appropriate locations.

2.11 Explore the role of
trees and woodlands to
reduce flood risk and
provide shade and shelter
in urban areas.

Final Draft, May 2022

Achieving the Vision

Priority 1

Promoting the role of our trees and woodland in mitigating and adapting to
climate change

Trees and woodlands help mitigate the impactof climatechangeby absorbing
substantialamounts of carbon.Itis estimated thatin 2016, about 12 million tonnes
of CO2 was removed from the atmosphere by Scotland’s trees and woodlands.

Under the UK Climate Projections Scotland is predicted to experience wetter and
milder winters, warmer and drier summers with longer growingseasons, more
extreme weather events, andincreased risk of flooding and soil degradation causing
declinein quality of habitatand biodiversity.

Priority 1 will beachieved by:

e Establishingan objectiveand measurable basis for assessingand
monitoring the contribution of the Granite City’s trees and forests to
climatechangeresilience through a nationally recognised methodology.

e Integratingthe role, management and expansion of the Granite City Forest
inreducingflood risk, provision of shadeand shelter and absorbing
pollution.

e As partofits on-goingtree and woodland stewardship and expansion,
ensure that restockingand new planting proposals incorporate mixed ages
and species choicethatwill increaseresilience againstthe effects of
climatechange, tree pests and diseases.

e Where appropriateseeking Woodland Carbon Code (WCC) certification for
new ACC-owned woodland creation schemes to demonstrate how much
carbon they capture.

e Seeking carbon credit funding for WCC certified woodlands.

e Establishingmore “Climate Change Parks”in Aberdeen City.

Priority 2

Expanding and enhancing the Granite City Forest

The plantingoftrees is recognised as animportanttool for reducing greenhousegas
emissions aswell as helpingto protect soilsand alleviating flood risk as identified in
Aberdeen Adapts. The Granite City Forest has the potential to increaseits
contribution to the delivery of other benefits to help reduce the impactofclimate
change thereby better equipping Aberdeen Cityto become more resilientto these
changes and thereby help deliver Goal 7 of Aberdeen Adapts.

The ambition of this Planis to contribute to the Scottish Government’s national
targets for woodland expansion (15,000 hectares per year by 2025) by doublingthe
300 hectares of new woodlandinthe GraniteCity Forestcarried outbetween 1988
and 2017 to 600 hectares over the next 25 years with a further 300 hectares by
2070.This wouldincrease Aberdeen City’s woodland cover from its current 13% of
total land area to approximately 21%to match the current national coverage.

Woodland creation and other tree planting proposalsthatareappropriateinscale
and design,andthat meet the requirements of the UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) will
be encouraged. In practice, such expansion will comprise a mosaicof species
appropriatetoindividual sites and that:
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ofitwell with existingland uses, including agriculturein the peri-urbanandrural
hinterlands;

erespect other objectives for the land (such as open and other green space)and
landscapecharacter,

edeliver the range of ecosystem services thatfuture generations of the City will value;

eencourage a focus on broad-leaved woodland plantingover anincreasein
commercial forestry toincreaserecreational opportunities.

Priority 2 will beachieved by:

e Working with partners to implement a phased City-wide woodland
creation programme.

e Targeting urban plantingin areas of highestsocial deprivation.

e Integratingnew plantingin peri-urban areaswith existingand changes
inlanduse.

e Incorporating new tree and woodland planting into new development
Master Plans within the City.

e Embedding the requirements of the UKFS into the criteria used by ACC
when assessing woodland creation and management proposals
through the consultation process.

Priority3

Protecting our trees and woodlands including their biodiversity

The City’s nativeand ancientwoodlands arerecognised as a vital partofits
biodiversity and natural heritage. As part of this Plan’s commitment to promote the
sustainableforest management of the Granite City Forest, there is a presumption
that wherever possiblenativeand ancientwoodlands,and plantations onancient
woodland sites (PAWS) will be protected.

Another key aspectof the protection of the Granite City Forestwill bemaintaininga
sustainablebalance between the City’s increasing deer population and protecting
young woodland and other habitats.

Priority 3 willbeachieved by:

e Protectingand enhancing the condition of the City’s native woodlands
and other woodlands of specific biodiversity value.

e Developinga Long Term Forest Plan.

e Connecting and protecting habitats ata landscapescalein order to
ensure ecosystem connectivity.

e Establishinga rolling programme for regularly updating and sharing tree
and woodland baselineinventory and condition data across the City to
monitor the condition of its trees and woodland.

e Continuingto implement ACC’s city-wide Deer Management Planand
work with neighboring landowners and local Deer Management
Groups (DMG) to address deer management issues on a collaborative
basis.

e Ensuring thatthe Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland
Removal is embedded within the City’s planning guidance on Trees and
Development.

e Promote the more extensive use of TPO's to protect privately owned
woodlands and ensure appropriate management takes place.

10



ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL | Tree & Woodland SIP Final Draft, May 2022

Priority 4

Contributing to green infrastructure and the well-being of our people

The importantrolethat trees and woodlands playin enhancing the quality of life for
people livingand workingin our towns and cities is recognised. Together with other
open green spaces the Granite City Forest provides vital greenspacefor people to
enjoy and use, enhancing their physical and mental well-being. Expansion of these
green networks provides a landscape framework for sustainableurban
development. Quality of lifeis also enhanced through the removal of pollutants
from the air by trees.

There is also a growing demand within Aberdeen City from a diverserange of
groups, includingsocial enterprises, schools (through “natural classrooms”) and
companies for using woodlands for environmental education, leisure activities and
work-related training opportunities linked, for example, to corporate social
responsibility and community service programmes.

Priority 4 will beachieved by:

e Encouragingplanting which enhances green corridors and woodland
connectivity within the City’s open spaceand active travel networks
through careful planningusing knowledge of existinginterest.

e Contributingto health and well-being through links to the health
sector and other city-wideinitiatives.

e Providingopportunities for new and improved public access and
recreational facilities within Granite City woodlands.

e Providingoutdoor education andlearning, social and corporate

responsibility experiences within the Granite City Forest.

e Promotingnew street tree and urban tree planting.

e Maintaining constructiveand proactive engagement with
communities on tree and woodland related issues including the
planting of tree species whichyield ediblefruit (community
orchards).

e Developinga tree warden scheme.

e Encouragingand promoting community management and
involvement in community woodlands.

e Increasingawareness and enjoymentof biodiversity.

11
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Action Plan

Our Action Plan for implementing the TWSIP’s strategic priorities over the 5-year Period
2022-25is setout inthe Table below.

For each of the strategic priority and associated actions (setoutin Section 5) there
are performance indicators and measures to help monitor progress, together with
proposed “lead” and “support” delivery partners.

Strategic Priority & Actions Performance Indicator Partners*
/ Measure Lead Support
Priority 1 - Promoting the role of our trees and woodland in mitigating and adapting to climate change
Carryout a survey of the City’s tree and woodland resourceto | Baselinesurveyto be ACC
objectively measure, set a baselineand monitor the benefits undertaken by a recognised
of the Granite City Forest in combatting climate change and methodology.
establishthe Forest’s on-going capital assetvalue.
Integrate the role, management and expansion of the Granite No. of new woodland ACC (ES) SF
City Forestinreducing flood risk, provision of shadeand creation schemes approved
shelter and absorbing pollution. that comply with UKFS.
As partof its on-going tree and woodland stewardship and No of Felling Permissions ACC (ES) SF
expansion programme, ensurethat restockingand new thatincluderestocking
planting proposalsincorporate mixed ages and species choice | conditions /new woodland
that will increaseresilienceagainstthe effects of climate creation schemes approved.
change, tree pests and diseases.
Seek Woodland Carbon Code (WCC) certification for new ACC- | No. of ha of new woodland ACC (ES)
owned woodland creation schemes to demonstrate how certified.
much carbon they capture, where appropriate.
Seek carbon creditfunding for WCC certified woodlands. ££ carboncreditincome ACC (ES)
secured.
Establish more “Climate Change Parks” in Aberdeen City. No. of additional Climate ACC (ES)
Change Parks. (CS)
Priority 2 — Expanding and enhancing the Granite City Forest
Work with partners to implement a phased City-wide Potential plantingareas ACC (ES) SF; WT;
woodland creation programme. identified. DCP
No. Schemes implemented.
Hectares planted.
Embed the requirements of the UKFS into the criteria used by No. Schemes approved as ACC (ES & | SF; Other
ACC when assessingwoodland creation and management partof statutory EP) Statutory
proposals through the consultation process. consultation process. Agencies
Target urban plantinginareas of highestsocial deprivation and
where appropriatetoincludecommunity orchards and edible
crop trees.
Integrate new plantingin peri-urban areas with existingand
changesinlanduse.
Incorporate new tree and woodland plantinginto new
development Master Plans within the City.

* ACC (ES) = Aberdeen City Council (Environmental Services); ACC (EP) = Aberdeen City Council (Environmental Planning); ACC (CS) = Aberdeen City
Council (Countryside Services); SF = Scottish Forestry; UKWAS = UK Woodland Assurance Standard; DCP = Deeside Catchment Project; WT = Woodland
Trust; OWLNEG = Outdoor Woodland Learning North East Group; NHS(G) = National Health Service (Grampian); DMG = Deer Management Group.

12
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Strategic Priority & Actions

Performance Indicator /

Final Draft, May 2022

Partners*®

Measure

Priority 3 - Protecting our trees and woodlands including their biodiversity

Lead

Support

Protect and enhance the condition of the City’s native No. of hectares of native ACC (ES) SF
woodlands and other woodlands of specific biodiversity value woodlands restored.
includingthe control of invasive species which restrictthe No. of hectares of PAWS
natural regeneration of woodlands. brought back into native
condition.
Establish a rolling programme for regularly updating and Results of iTree Eco ACC (ES)
sharingtreeand woodland baselineinventory and condition Survey analysedand
data across the City to monitor the condition of its trees and disseminated.
woodland. Protocol established for
regular updatingofiTree Eco
Survey.
Continue to implement ACC’s city-wide Deer Management Plan | Regular deer management ACC (ES Local DMG
and work with neighbouring landowners and local Deer reports; & CS);
Management Groups (DMG) to address deer management Deer Mgt Planreviews;
issues on a collaborative basis. Participationinlocal DMGs.
Embed the Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Ha. of woodland removed. ACC (EP)
Woodland Removal within the City’s Master Planningand its Ha. of compensatory planting
Planning Guidanceon Trees and Development. carried out.
Priority 4 - Contributing to green infrastructure and the well-being of our people
Enhance green corridors and woodland connectivityin No. actions directly linked to ACC (ES
the City’s open spaceand activetravel networks. Open Space Strategy. & EP)
Contribute to health and well-being through links to the health Regular liaison with NHS(G) ACC (ES NHS
sector and other city-wideinitiatives (such as Health Walks & established. & CS) Grampian
Branching Out). Create new orchards and foraging No. of tree / woodland-
opportunities. related management
activities carried out.
No. of Branching Out events.
No. of Health Walks.
Provide opportunities for new and improved publicaccessand Projects implemented. ACC (ES SF
recreational facilities within Granite City woodlands. No of new access facilities & CS)
implemented.
Length of Core Path network.
Provideoutdoor education andlearning, social and corporate No of programmes eg. ACC (CS) | Local
responsibility experiences within the Granite City Forest. ForestSchool and Wee schools;
Green Spaces carried out OWLNEG;
in GraniteCity Forest local
woodlands. businesses.

*ACC (ES) = Aberdeen City Council (Environmental Services); ACC (EP) = Aberdeen City Council (Environmental Planning); ACC (CS) = Aberdeen City

Council (Countryside Services); SF = Scottish Forestry; UKWAS = UK Woodland Assurance Standard; DCP = Deeside Catchment Project; WT =

Woodland Trust; OWLNEG = Outdoor Woodland Learning North East Group; NHS(G) = National Health Service (Grampian); DMG =Deer

Management Group.

13
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Spatial Guidance for Woodland Expansion

GIS-based spatial guidance has been developed whichisintendedto enable
woodland expansioninappropriateareas. Accordingly, the TWSIP has assigned
and mapped (see map overleaf) land within the Aberdeen City local boundaryto
the followingbroad categories: Preferred, Potential, Potential with Sensitivities,
Sensitive and Unlikely to be Suitable. These categories areinlinewith
recommendations in the Scottish Government’s “The Right Tree in the Right
Place” which sets out the criteria that Forestry and Woodland Strategies should
follow. The detailed definitions for the above categories areprovidedin
Appendix I.

It should be noted that the categories are broad brush and that further
investigations will berequired to screen out areas that areclearly notsuitable
for plantingand others, such as built-up areas, which mightbe suitablefor
street trees.

This guidance will also be used by Scottish Forestry as an important tool for
to helping it to more closely target enhanced funding for new woodland
creation under the Scottish Government’s Forestry Grant Scheme.

14
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Monitoring and Review

An important aspect of the TWSIP moving forward will be monitoring progress of
the implementation of its priorities and actions through public and private sector
partners working collaboratively where appropriate, together with contributions
from other relevant stakeholders. 2910152740014

Such progress can be fed into periodic reviews in order to keep the TWSIP relevant,

responsiveand consistent with Scottish Government and Aberdeen City Council
policies and strategies over its lifetime.

The overall TWSIP will therefore be reviewed on a fiveyearly cycle but with annual
reports on the status of the Action Plan’s performanceindicators / measures.

16
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APPENDIX |

Definitions of Spatial Mapping Criteria

Definitions of Spatial Mapping Criteria
These categories arebroadlyin line with recommendations in the Scottish Government’s The Right Tree in the Right Place

which sets out the criteria that Forestry and Woodland Strategies should follow. The definitions for the above categories
areas follows:

Preferred - land that offers the most scope to accommodate future expansion of a range of woodland types, and hence
deliver on a wide range of objectives. Within preferred areas known sensitivities are generally limited, and it should be
possibleto address any particular sitespecificissues within well designed proposalsthat meet the UK Forestry Standard
and associated guidelines.

Potential — agricultural land that offers potential to accommodate expansion of a range of woodland types and thatis
categorised under the 1:50,000 scale Land Use Capability for Agriculture (LCA) Classes 3.2 and above. Inline with WEAG
recommendations,itis assumedthat LCA Classes 1,2 and 3.1 would not normally be suitable for woodland expansion.

Potential with Sensitivities - |land thatoffers potential to accommodate expansion of woodland types that will meet specific
environmental or cultural heritage objectives but where at least one other significantsensitivity exists. The design of
plantingschemes will require careful consideration as to howany sensitivities canbeaddressed.

Sensitive - land where the natureor combination of sensitivities may limitthe scopeto accommodate woodland expansion.
Limited expansionis only likely to be possible where woodland expansion would be predominantly of a type that delivers
biodiversity, landscapeand /or amenity proposalsandareofa scaleand character thatcan be accommodated without
significant negativeimpacts, and/or where itwould positively enhancefeatures of interest.

Likely to be Unsuitable - areas assessed as being physically unsuitable for the growth or management of trees or that
comprisebuiltup areas, or thatareareas where peat depth is greater than 50cms.

17
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APPENDIX I
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Spatial Mapping Data Layers

The Tablebelow sets out how the Spatial Map has been generated using datasets to map the various individual “constraint
types” which havethen been allocated as “Potential,” “Potential with Sensitivities”, “Sensitive” and “Likely to be
Unsuitable” using GIS layering. “Preferred” areas areidentified as all thoseareas outwith these categories.

CONSTRAINTTYPE

INFORMATION / SOURCE
DATA LAYER

Main water bodies

SOIL LCF (Land Capability for
Forestry)

Existing Woodland

National ForestInventory 2015

Agricultural Land

Land Capability for Agriculture
(1:50,000) Class 3.2 land and
above

Land Capability for Agriculture
(1:50,000)
Classes1,2and3.1

Carbon Rich Soils (Category 5)
(PEAT_SCOTLAND)

Cultural Heritage

Gardens and Designed
Landscapes

Scheduled Monuments (with 20m
buffer)

Natural Heritage Sites /
Environmental Designations

Local Nature Reserves

Local Nature Conservation Sites

National Nature Reserves

Wetlands of National Importance
(RAMSAR)

Special Areas of Conservation

Sites of Special Scientific Interest

Special Protection Areas

Carbon Rich Soils (Category 6)
(PEAT_SCOTLAND)

HOW SHOWN ON MAP

Existing woodland

Potential, but can be
upgraded to Preferred by
Opportunity Layers

Potential with Sensitivity

Likely to be Unsuitable

Carbon rich soils
(Where sitesurvey indicates peatdepth is
>50cms)

ACC Local Development Plan
Urban Areas

Likely to be Unsuitable

Urban (built up) areas

ACC Local Development Plan
Urban Areas

Likely to be Unsuitable

Opportunity Type

Planting within urban areas
/adjacent to settlements qualifying
for WIAT

WIAT (within 1km of settlements
with 2,000 population) and WIAT

Priority Areas (as for WIAT areas but

prioritised dueto SMD indices)

Woodland Habitat Networks

???m buffer around existing
woodland

Flood and Water Catchment Management

SEPA “Woodland and Water”
priority water catchments

Upgrades River Dee SAC to

Potential with Sensitivity
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