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Introduction

This guidance note should be read in conjunction with Aberdeen Local Development Plan 2017 (ALDP2017). The ALDP 2017 is the planningdocument for
Aberdeen City; it provides planning policy for the whole of the city. Outdoorseatingas discussed in this document can take the form of chairsand tables
outside of a premises, orlarger covered structures toaccommodate furtherseating. Planning permissionis generally required for outdoor seating. The
following ALDP2017 Policies will be used to assess outdoor seating applications. This listis not exhaustive as each application will be assessed onits own
merits and set of circumstances:

Policy D1 — Quality Placemaking by Design

Policy D4 — Historic Environment for applicationsin Conservation Areas / in curtilage or affecting the setting of Listed Buildings

Policy T3 — Sustainable and Active Travel

Policy T4- Air Quality

Policy T5 — Noise

Policy NE5 — Trees and Woodland for applications where trees are present

Policy NE3 — Urban Green Space for applicationsin parks, playingfields, sports pitches, woods, allotments orany otherarea of urban green space
Policy NE1 — Green Space Network

Planning permissionis notthe only consent which may be required for outdoor seating. Other consents must be obtained separately. A café permit may be
required from the Roads Authority. If alcohol is to be served an application also needs to be made to the Licensing Board. Applicants are encouraged to
contact the Licensing Board and Roads Authority early oninthe process to discuss their proposals, and before submitting a planningapplication. Ifa
structure is to be erected aBuilding Warrant may also be required. This document covers planning considerations only. Proposals should also be mindful of
energy use and emissions - Aberdeen has an approved a NetZero Routemap which strives to ensure the city becomes net zero by 2045.



General Principles for all outdoor seating and structures
Location
* Proposalsforoutdoors seating should consider the both the immediateand wider contextin which they will be situated.

¢ As anew addition to the area, the agent of change principle is applied- whereby the applicantis responsible for ensuring their proposals does not cause
unnecessary harmto the existingamenity of the surrounding area.

e Proposalsin conservation areas and within the curtilage of, or potentially affecting the setting of, alisted building need to ensure the proposals protect
and respectthe character, appearance and setting of the historicenvironment and protect the special architectural or historicinterest of listed buildings
and conservation areas.

¢ The location of existing permanent street furniture should be considered in any design (e.g. bins, benches, bus stops, boll ards).

Design
e Outdoorseating should be of a high quality, and continuity of design with any surrounding premises is encouraged.

e Appropriate landscapingand “greening” using plantingis encouraged, this could be in the form of planters and/orgreen walls to form an enclosure where
appropriate.

e Any perimeterenclosures over one metre should be partially ‘see-through’ in orderto maintain visibility of activity. Any perimeter enclosures less than
one metre should be of a high quality and appropriate designto provide shelter and clear delineation of the area.

e Furniture and fixtures must not be fixed into the street or pavement surface. Furniture and fittings may need to be removed and stored insi de each
evening—this will depend largely onthe type of furniture / structure proposed and the location of the occupation.

e New Structures should generally not be attached to any buildingand must be of an appropriate high quality, particularly within a Conservation Areaor
within the curtilage of a Listed Building.



Be a good neighbour

e Outdoorseatingareas should be visiblefrom existing premises and kept under supervision.
e Qutdoorseating areas should not prevent access to neighbouring properties.

¢ Residential amenity should be respected, especially noise and lightingimpact.
e Suitable arrangements for the storage and collection of refuse must be made.

e External publicaddress systems oramplified musicwill not be acceptable at unsociable hours. Planning applications are subject to consultation with the
Environmental Health Service who may require conditions to be applied any planning permission.

¢ Aclear route must be maintained to allow other footwayusers to pass the outdoorseatingarea or any queue without obstruction. Crossing the footway
to reach an outdoorseating areashould generally be avoided.

Specific Guidance -the following guidance should be considered in line with the general principles above.
Outdoor Seating on Streets

Subjecttothe general principles the Council supports and encourages the provision of street cafesinthe form of outdoorseatingin:

e fully pedestrianised areas (wherevehicles have noright of entry);

e Inareassupportedthroughthe City Centre / Beach Masterplan proposals; and
e areas where pavements are wide enough to accommodate the proposed street café.

It isimportant that street cafes are properly designed, administered and managed to ensure thatthey meet the high standards expected in Aberdeen. They
should not obstruct publicspace or create a hazard for pedestrians.

Planningapplications for street cafes on the pavement where adequatespace is not provided to allow pedestrians a straight, obvious and unobstructed
route past will not be supported. Such aroute should not pass through the area used by the tables and chairs. Applications for street cafes which occupy
more than half the total width of the footway will not be supported.



Privately Owned Car Parks

Modifying areas of privately owned car parking within the curtilage of a building orimmediately adjacent, such asin front of hotels, to provide outdoor
seating may be acceptable.

The Council supports and encourages active travel and publictransport journeys; however consideration willneedto be given to the impact of the removal
of car parkinginsome areas. Accessible spacesforpeople with mobility impairments, including wheelchair users, and designated for that use must be
retained or reworked into any proposal. Suitable drop off points must also be retained orincluded in any proposal.

Typically, no more than 50% of the car parking should be removed; this percentage could be increased if the need for the existing level of car parkingis
deemedtobe more than necessary, forexample if active orsustainable travel options are available and promoted, orif sufficient publicor on-street car

parkingisavailable inthe immediate area. Adequacy of car parkingis not the only consideration and proposals must be balanced against the potential
impact on amenity of the surrounding area from noise, visual impact, adverse impact on the historicenvironment and other factors.

Publicopen space
Openspace within the city comprises greenspace and areas of civicspace such as squares or other paved or hard surfaced areas with a civicfunction.

Redevelopment of green publicopen space is generally not supported. Policy NE3: Urban Green Space will be used to assess such applications. Relevant
considerationsinclude the scale of the existing space, the scale of the proposed outdoorarea, the percentage of greenspace proposed to be used, potential
enhancement of the greenspace, and if more appropriate areas are available as an alternative to accommodate the proposals.

Outdoor seating within civicspaces will be supported, however this will be dependent on space available, the scale of the proposal, the percentage of space
leftoverand the design of the proposal.

When a proposal to developed publicopen space of any formis put forward, a justification for the proposal will be required explaining what alternative
options were considered, why thisis deemed the most appropriatelocation and how the proposal will sit successfully within t he site withoutadetriment to
the wider publicuse of the space or the character of the area. The proposed use must not alter the primary use of the open space, dominate the open
space or remove the primary uses of the open space.



Seasonal consents / Time Limited Applications

Planning permission may be sought for outdoor seating and movable structures which are themed on seasonal events. If thisis the case, we would
encourage applicantstoapply fora time limited application, whereby the days and months of occupation overa 2 year period are submitted as part of the
planning application. This could relate to summer or winter months where thereis more business demand and public desirefor outdoorseating.

Belmont Café Quarter

Thisis an area that has recently become athriving hub forfood and beverage offerings and outdoor seating provision as a consequence of physical
distancingand COVID- 19 regulations.

Through the City Centre Masterplan, the Belmont Street Quarteris earmarked as a key area to help transform the city into a vibrant, prosperous place in
whichto live, work, visitand thrive. The proposal for this areais to continue the café culture where outdoor seating would contribute to the vibrancy and
vitality of the area. This guidance note and the principles withininitwill be of use for assessing any outdoor seating applications submitted. Given the
nature of the area, any structures proposed should be semi-permanent, lightweight, and positively contribute to the townscape / historiccharacter.

Whoto Contact?
A number of different consents may be required for outdoor seating applications. The following links identify who you should be contacting:

Applicants are encouraged to contact the Licensing Board and Roads Authority early oninthe process to discuss their proposals, and before submittinga
planning application

e To applyfor acafé permit, please see the Roads Authority - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/licences-and-

permits/pavement-cafe-permit-application

e Ifalcoholisto be served, pleaseapplytothe Licensing - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/services-business/licences-and-
permits/licensing
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To apply for planning permission, please contactthe Planning Authority - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/planning-and-
building/planning-applications/apply-planning-permission

Pre-application planning advice can also be sought - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/planning-and-building/planning-applications/apply-
planning-permission/pre-application-advice

If a structure isto be erected please contact Building Standards about a Building Warrant - https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/planning-
and-building-standards/building-standards/apply-building-warrant
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